
Page 1 of 7 

 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay 
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski 

4th Sunday after Epiphany - January 30th, 2022 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

How do we know love? Is it in the words that people speak or the actions that they 
take? Maybe it is both, yet even to speak of love is an action in itself. As we consider 
those thoughts, we begin with a call to worship.  

 

Call to Worship 
 

Love is patient; love is kind.  
Through the Creator, love is present with and for us.  
 

Love hopes all things.  
In Jesus we have reason to hope.  
 

As we worship may faith, hope and love abide, 
In the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

       ~Joyce Yanishewski. Written for the 4th Sunday of Epiphany, Year C.  January 30, 2022. 
 

 

Hymn         Be still and know that I am God         64 
 

1. Be still and know that I am God. 
    Be still and know that I am God. 
    Be still and know that I am God. 

2. I am the Lord that healeth thee. 
    I am the Lord that healeth thee. 
    I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

 

3. In thee, O Lord, I put my trust.  
    In thee, O Lord, I put my trust.  
    In thee, O Lord, I put my trust.    Words and Music: public domain 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
 

Almighty and everlasting One,  
your power is incomparable, your majesty infinite,  
and your love beyond our imagining. 
You are hidden in mystery, and yet so present. 
In a hectic world, you are peace and rest.   
In a harsh world, you are tenderness and mercy.   
In the cold and dark of winter, you are light and comfort, 
and so we bring you our worship, 
for you are the One who created us,  
the One who redeems us,  
and the One who gives us life,  
our one and only God,  
to whom we offer all love and loyalty, now and always.  
 

God, whose name is love, 
we confess our faults and failings,  
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knowing you know us through and through.  
You tell us love is patient and kind, 
and you know when our patience and kindness fell short. 
You tell us love is never rude or selfish, 
and you see the times we insisted on our own way. 
Forgive us the excuses we make to ourselves when our love falters.  
Strengthen us by your Spirit so that our love is genuine and reliable. 
 

God of wisdom, we long to hear your holy Word in new and fresh ways. 
Open our ears to hear your call.   
Open our minds to understand your truth.  
Open our eyes to the work of your kingdom and equip us to take our part.   Amen. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

God is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  
As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is God’s love;  
as far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed our sins. 
Thanks be to God whose love and forgiveness are steadfast. 
May we be steadfast in our forgiveness of one another. 
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Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my 
body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 
 

8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, 
and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to 
an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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Message The Greatest of These 

Conflict seems to be at the core of everything in our news. This is nothing new…there 
has always been conflict in the lives of human beings. Regardless of the culture or history 
of a people there is conflict dating back as far as records of human existence can trace. 
In the midst of the last two years, we certainly have seen conflict permeate our families, 
homes, and communities in ways we may not have ever anticipated. These have come 
in the midst of the tensions and uncertainties of a pandemic.  

If someone had ever told me that I would have some fundamental differences with any 
of my siblings or extended family, I would not have thought it possible. But here we are, 
and there are some strong opinions on vaccines and vaccine mandates, whether or not 
Covid is really anything more than a bad cold or flu, to the way government is handling 
things, to the most recent activity regarding the Freedom Convoy going across our 
country. The pandemic has intensified any disparity in values and belief that were 
already there. When I look back at things, my own extended family has had different and 
strong opinions on everything from LGBTQI+ conversations, to politics, to the effect of 
residential schools on generations of families, climate change, as well as how we attend 
to our faith and our understanding of scripture.  

For a time, I was reading all kinds of things on Facebook and Instagram that frustrated 
me, in fact, made me angry. Some of those things were on the pages of people that I 
have always loved. I found myself wondering how I would ever be able to have a 
conversation with them, or even manage to be face to face visiting with them should the 
opportunity arise because I was becoming so angry. This didn’t sit well with me so a 
number of months back I quit reading those things especially when it came from family.  

I made a choice to have relationships with them because I love them more than the 
issues we are facing and if it took backing off from my own need to be right and make a 
point, that was what I would do. I am grateful I did. Recently a close member of the family 
died and I wanted to speak to others that were deeply affected by the death, people I 
love. Because I had stopped the hate and made a choice to love I was able to call and 
sincerely be in the moment with them. I don’t know if I could have done that if I had 
continued to be frustrated about our differences. I am thankful I chose love; it makes my 
life better and fuller. It really is a selfish stance, but I am okay with that.  

All this to say that our scripture reading comes at a time when our families and 
communities are in upheaval.  This reading is the story of the community of faith in 
Corinth as they were busy being frustrated by one another. Each thinking their ways, 
their thoughts, their gifts and understanding were better than another. The scripture just 
before this is Paul, the letter writer, basically reprimanding the group for their behaviours, 
for thinking that some people were better than others, that some of the spiritual gifts 
people brought to the group like wisdom, healing, prophecy, and speaking in tongues, 
were more important than that of people who did not have those types of gifts.  
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There was much dissension in this group, not unlike what we are experiencing in our 
world today and within the Christian community as well. If human beings are involved 
there is likely going to be those who think they have the answers and insist that they are 
the ones with the answers. It is really challenging to not be sucked into these 
conversations and goings-on. People really like making their point. People like being 
right and will find whatever proof they need to affirm their positions.  

None of this is really a problem, we can have different opinions, much of that comes from 
different lived experiences. The trouble begins when we do not stay open to loving one 
another and having the grace and respect to listen even when we disagree. As I have 
read in various forms and ways of being stated, “Just because we disagree, does not 
mean I hate you.”  

Paul was not impressed by the way the faithful in Corinth were handling things, and he 
said so, but what made what he was saying and doing different from others was that he 
came from a place of love, love that saw the other as valuable, their well-being important, 
the relationships within the community as integral to the integrity of the witness of love 
to those who were watching from whatever vantage point that may have had.  

So Paul takes all that he has said about the value and status of people within the church, 
about their dissention, about how unity is important and that all people are needed in 
order for all gifts and people to work together for good and then says, “I will show you a 
more excellent way.” (1 Cor. 12:31).  

The more excellent way was the way of love. The key here is that love is not a warm 
fuzzy or romantic feeling. Love for Paul was an action. Love is how you engage others 
and the world. Love is choosing to be patient, choosing to be kind.  

Sometimes it is easier to describe what love is not. In our current climate Paul’s words 
are especially impactful. Think about the rhetoric we hear in our places of government, 
on the news and online, and maybe from our own mouths and compare that to what Paul 
says that love is not. Love is not envious, boastful, arrogant, or rude. Love does not insist 
on its own way.  

That one is worth hearing again…love does not insist on its own way. Love is not irritable 
or resentful. Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing. Think about how much one can enjoy 
the demise of another we disagree with or dislike. That is not love.   

Paul goes on to say that love rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. I have to admit that when I read that particular 
line I do so holding my breath, not because these words are not true, but because I never 
want these words to make someone feel that they need to stay in an abusive situation 
or relationship. This kind of love is the responsibility of all, not just one in a relationship. 
This is about healthy community, family, and partnerships. If you are hurting seek help. 
There are ways to love people from a distance when necessary.  
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Still for most of our relationships and lives we are to strive to love because of all the gifts, 
love is the greatest of them all, and that paired with faith and hope makes for strong 
relationships, strong congregations, strong people, and strong communities. All the other 
gifts, spiritual or otherwise, are there for the building up of community. When I say 
community think broadly, from the community that is your family, to the organizations 
you are involved in, to the building you call home with others, to our country and world. 
Community is many things. Our gifts are to be used for the building up of community, but 
what activates those gifts in a way that brings beauty, healing, and wholeness, is when 
we do what we do out of love for others.  

Love doesn’t mean we have to like things that others do, but love chooses to be 
respectful, kind, honouring, hopeful, faithful, and bears with others even when their ways 
and means are different from our own. Love looks to the well-being of others. And when 
everyone is doing that we’re each looking out for each other. It is not about feeling 
important or that you should tell others how best to live their lives. Rather, love stops, 
listens, learns, and whenever one is coming from the place of Christ like love, then there 
is time for each person to be heard, to be valued, with the understanding that no one 
has a corner on right when it comes to their lived experience and how they interact with 
the world. Love trusts that I am who I am because you are who you are. We are 
community, micro communities and a global community. Love means that we do our 
best to keep from harming others.  

This change of seeing the world through the actions of love does not happen on the turn 
of a dime. This is something we practice for a lifetime. Still, love is enduring. Love is the 
one thing that endures past the moment our lives go from this realm to the next. Love 
abides in and with God and as such it never ends. Everything else, our struggles, our 
gifts, our stuff, our pain, all of that will pass, but love goes on. Love is a gift that can be 
passed from one generation to the next and the next.  

May you begin to see others through the eyes and actions of love. In Christ, with Christ, 
and through Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

O God, your love is patient. 
We give you thanks for all those who have been patient with us,  
teaching us and caring for us in so many ways.  
We pray for the patience to love others as you have loved us.  
 

O God, your love is kind. 
Thank you for every unexpected gesture of kindness we have received.  
Give us the courage to be kind to others,  
serving those who seem unkind, rude, or difficult to love in these difficult days.  
Remind us that each one we meet is your child,  
our sister or brother made in your image. 
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O God, your love is not arrogant, nor does it seek its own interests.  
Thank you for all who work to serve those who cannot fend for themselves. 
Strengthen those who have lost hope and confidence in their own value. 
Give us insight to speak the truth in love 
and to work for change that creates opportunities for those on the margins  
and respect for any who face discrimination.  
 

O God, your love is not quick-tempered. 
Thank you for every occasion when someone spared us from their anger.  
We pray for those who are filled with anger  
and for all around them who face or fear violence.  
Raise up advocates for children and elders who are abused,  
and rescue those who are trapped in relationships that injure and harm. 
 

O God, your love bears all things; it never fails.  
We thank you for those we have loved in this life  
and who now dwell in the peace and joy of your presence.  
Let your comfort settle on those who are bereaved or lonely this day. 
We remember before you those with heavy burdens, many cares, much stress,  
and those who find too little comfort and help.   
Open our eyes to those in need around us  
and show us how to offer support and companionship, 
for the sake of Christ, our friend and savior, 
who taught us to pray together: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen.  
 

Invitation to the offering 
 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that the greatest of gifts is love.  
The blessings we enjoy in life speak of God’s love for us.  
What we offer to God speaks of our love for the One who has reached out to us in 
Jesus. May our gifts share that love with God’s world. 
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As we are people from different churches and places following this service. I 
encourage each of you to present your offering to God this day to your church 
community.  

 

If you consider St. Andrew’s your church, regardless of where you live, would like to 
learn more about St. Andrew’s, get involved in our ministry and work, or make a 
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donation toward the life and ministry of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, in Thunder Bay visit 
our website at http://standrewspres-tbay.ca for more information or to connect with 
me. 
 

Hymn                The love of God comes close        474 
 

1. The love of God comes close 
where stands an open door, 
to let the stranger in, 
to mingle rich and poor. 
The love of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk the Way; 
the love of God is here to stay. 

2. The peace of God comes close 
to those caught in the storm, 
forgoing lives of ease 
to ease the lives forlorn. 
The peace of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk the Way; 
the peace of God is here to stay. 

3. The joy of God comes close 
where faith encounters fears, 
where heights and depths of life 
are found through smiles and tears. 
The joy of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk the Way; 
the joy of God is here to stay. 

4. The grace of God comes close 
to those whose grace is spent, 
when hearts are tired or sore 
and hope is bruised and bent. 
The grace of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk the Way; 
the grace of God is here to stay. 

 

 
 

5. The Son of God comes close 
where people praise his name, 
where bread and wine are blest 
and shared as when he came. 
The Son of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk the Way; 
the Son of God is here to stay. 

“The love of God comes close,” words by John L. Bell and Graham Maule 
Words © Iona Community.  All rights reserved. Annual License with podcasting 

OneLicense.net A-72387 Music public domain  

Benediction 
 

May the love of God help you to bear all things.                                        1 Cor. 13:7, 13  
May the love of Christ enable you to believe all things.  
May the love of the Holy Spirit inspire you to hope all things,  
so that you abide in faith, hope, and love this day and forever. 
 

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 © 2012 Westminster John Knox Press. P64. 

 

 


