St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski
2" Sunday after Epiphany - January 15, 2023

Words of Welcome
Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Call to Worship

Gathered for worship, we rejoice! God lifts us up from mud and mire.
We’re here to say and sing and shout our praise!

God gives us a new song to sing. Let your light shine!
We can sing in the shower, sing in the car, sing praise ALL the time!

God’s love transforms us from the inside out,

so let’s declare “PRAISE!” as we receive God’s steadfast love.
January 15, 2023 - Center for Faith and Giving

*Hymn Come, let us sing to the Lord our song 412

1. Come, let us sing to the Lord our song:
we have stood silently too long;
surely the Lord deserves our praise,
so joyfully thank God for our days.

2. O thirsty soul, come drink at the well;
God’s living waters will never fail.
Surely the Lord will help you to stand,
strengthened and comforted by God’s hand.

3. You dwell among us and cause us to pray,
and walk with each other following your way;
our precious brothers and sisters will grow
in the fulfilling love they know.

4. Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing
to the desire of all living things.
Come, all you creatures, high and low;

let your praises endlessly flow.
Words by Jim Strathdee © Text: 1977, Desert Flower Music
All rights reserved. Annual License with podcasting OneLicense.net A-723877

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

God, our Creator and Redeemer,
your faithfulness endures forever.
You offer us new life in Christ Jesus and call us to follow him.
You challenge us to bring life and hope to the world you love.
In you we find strength and courage to face every challenge,
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until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ arrives.
And so we offer our praise and gratitude to you, O God,
with Christ and the Spirit, one God, now and always.

Faithful God,

you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost

yet it’s hard to recognize we have lost our way.

We seek the next new thing instead of your gift of new life.

We follow the trends of our culture rather than Jesus’ example.
Wash over us with your cleansing Spirit, and renew our commitment
to follow your purposes revealed in Christ Jesus.

Holy One, you have blessed your people with wisdom over the ages. We seek your
wisdom today. Send your Holy Spirit now, to give us understanding through your Word

read and proclaimed this day. Amen.
©The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 15, 2023. Year A.

Assurance of Forgiveness

God is faithful and ever-present.

The God who knew us before our birth
loves us still and strengthens us,

that we will one day be blameless.
Through the gift of Jesus Christ,

God offers forgiveness, grace, and mercy.
Enter into the light of Christ!

Ministry Matters™ | Worship Elements: January 15, 2023

Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

'Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother
Sosthenes,

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

% Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, °for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech
and knowledge of every kind— °just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you— ’so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. °He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful; by him you

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http:/nrsvbibles.org
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Message “Not Lacking”

You've Got Mail! Yes, it is an old reference to a 1998 movie staring Tom Hanks and Meg
Ryan. The two are business rivals but unwittingly end up corresponding by email. This
in a time when email was becoming common place for individuals. Yet it resonated with
viewers. Email was still new enough that this movie’s title was attractive.

| remember when getting a letter in the mail meant that something special had arrived.
Getting a blue specially folded airmail from my Oma who lived in the Netherlands always
piqued my interest, even if my mom had to translate every word and the letter was for
my parents and not addressed to me. Even more so now, it is pretty special when the
mailbox outside my front door has something other than flyers. | used to say bills, but
now the majority of my bills come through my email.

Now if this was and is special for us, think of what it would have meant for those in the
first century after Jesus’ death to receive a hand written letter from their mentor, the one
who established their community of faith. It didn’t matter that it was addressed to
everyone, just like it didn’'t matter to me when the letter from the Netherlands was not
specifically addressed to me, the words, “you’ve got mail!” would resonate throughout
the church in Corinth, especially when it came from the Apostle Paul.

What we are getting with the verses of this reading is the opening of the letter from Paul
to all of those who made up the church in Corinth. We get to hear the part that is all about
letting the people know that they are gifted with what they need to be the church. Those
gifts are what they need locally, but these gifts and the people themselves are part of a
bigger picture of churches who love and serve the Lord.

When the word “serve” is used, it is not meant to be heard as being one who is
subservient out of fear and because of the power of one over another. Christians serve
God who is loving, abundant in grace and forgiveness, and who desires that abundance
of love, hope, peace, and grace for every human being.

These opening words of the letter are important as they set the stage for what is to come
later in the letter. Turns out this group called the church in Corinth was anything but
cohesive. They were divided into factions, some following one leader, others following
another, each claiming to have a corner on the right way to be a Christian. They boasted
of the spiritual gifts they had as individuals. They saw some gifts as more important,
which meant some people were seen as more knowledgeable or important.

They lived in a community that was prosperous, even if all of them were not. Henrietta
Mears in her book What the Bible is all About describes Corinth this way,

Corinth was the most important city of all Greece in Paul's day. Its wealth was
fabulous. Men spent their days in tournaments and speeches. Luxury,
dissipation, and public immorality were rampant among this great industrial and
seafaring population. Corinth attracted great crowds of foreigners from the East
and West. Their gods were gods of pleasure and lust. There was, besides,
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much culture and art. The city abounded in studios of language and schools of
philosophy.

It was a city of temptations, power, influence, money, and culture. It was in this city that
Paul spent a year and a half working as a tent maker and sharing the gospel of Christ,
establishing a community of faith throughout the city. His message was counter cultural.
It was a message about community and care, compassion and grace based in the peace
of Christ Jesus. It was a community founded in the saving grace of God in a place where
all around screamed of individualism and the prospering of those with means. In many
ways it sounds much like the world we live in today with its consumerism and self-
centered focus.

People in this community of faith were letting the city and its culture influence the way
they behaved in the church. They began thinking in terms of politics and power, influence
and affluence. They saw the gifts of the Holy Spirit that they had as gifts they themselves
brought, forgetting that their gifts came from God to be used for the people of God and
the world. They had lost their focus on Christ and their work to reveal Christ to the world
by their words and actions.

To this we bring the question, so what does that mean for us? We don’t tend to boast of
our God given gifts, in fact we often see ourselves and our churches as lacking in the
spiritual gifts. The opposite of what was going on in the Corinthian church, we don’t see
ourselves as a church with influence or standing in the community, we know that
Christianity has lost ground in its meaningfulness to those outside of the church.
Christianity appears to many as an outdated, even ridiculous waste of time.

Where the Corinthian community was assured by Paul that that there were not lacking
in any spiritual gift, we feel like we are empty, we don’t often even know how to identify
our spiritual gifts. Yet, Paul’s words are for us as well. Be assured we are not lacking in
any spiritual gift. We have within our church the gifts needed to be the church in the
world today.

It is important to discern what you as an individual bring to the work of God that reveals
Christ to the world, just as it is important for each church to determine what we bring to
the community that will reveal Christ to the world in ways that speak to the grace, love,
peace, and justice for the most vulnerable of the world, the people and the environment.

We are not lacking in any spiritual gift. In fact, we are not lacking. So often we come to
things with a mind set of scarcity. We don’t have enough money. We don’t have enough
people. We don’t have enough energy or passion. And in some cases for congregations
they must determine whether or not it is time to end their ministry as it has been and
bring all that they are as individuals or as a group into the midst of another Christian
community. There can be life cycles, we are human.

1 Mears, Henrietta C. What the Bible is All About. Regal Books — GL Publications. Venura, CA. 1983. P444.
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Yet often it is that we just don’t recognize what we have. We have not yet determined or
discerned how God is working in our midst and is ready to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit
that we already have to make a difference for Christ and for people.

When we partake of the bread and the wine in communion, the words often spoken as
the bread and wine (or juice) are presented to the people are “the gifts of God for the
people of God”. And that is what all of our gifts are, gifts of God for the people of God.

We have spiritual gifts, gifts of potential and possibility. Gifts of hope, peace, joy, grace,
forgiveness, and above all love. We have gifts for teaching, healing, encouraging,
helping, and supporting. Each are gifts of God for the people of God. Gifts for ourselves
and for our church, to be used in community and for community, both inside the walls of
our church and more importantly for those outside the church.

What we do have in common with those of long ago Corinth is that we live in a time of
factions, where one person or group will think that they have the corner on right, they
know what is best, they have the power and influence. It is in our church and it is in our
communities, the nation, and our global community. It is to this we are called to be the
kind of community of faith that finds ways to work together with Christ as the head and
lead even when we don’t see eye to eye. This is truly counter-cultural!

Taking our gifts and not saying “because | bring this to the table” or “I know this to be
true, this is how things must be or | will just walk away.” Of course, there are times to
walk away, but it is important to do it from a point where one asks the question, “where
is God in this?” We don’t walk away or take a stand just because we think we are right
and others are wrong.

Rather we become a curious community together. Curious about what others have to
offer, what and who we can be in a way that brings people...especially the most
vulnerable, those most on the margin... and bring them hope and love with an
abundance of grace for them and each other.

We are not lacking. In fact we have the gifts of the Spirit necessary to be the people of
God in the world today. God has equipped us for our own time to be the people of God
in the world.

May you continually seek how God is using you in the church, in your family, with your
friends and co-workers, and in community with other people to be the people of God
bringing the gifts of God into the world.

We have God’s abundance, an abundance of hope, joy, love, passion, and energy. We
are not lacking. We are the people of God revealing Jesus to the world until he comes
again. Thanks be to God!

Prayers of the People

God of purpose and promise,
we open our hearts to you in prayer,
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trusting in your mercy to bear the burdens we carry.

We thank you for the work and witness of your Church,

bringing your Good News into many lives and situations throughout the earth.
Today we pray for congregations that are struggling financially,

for churches caught up in conflict,

and for all those church members who are tired and need your renewing Spirit.

Guide them with your grace.

We thank you for the healing that comes from your hand, O God,
in times of reconciliation when your forgiving love is at work,

and in times when pain is eased and grief is comforted.

Today we pray for those whose emotions are raw,

for those whose bodies are weakened in this winter of sickness
and for any whose minds are troubled in any way.

Give them hope for new life with you.

We lift to you people around the world

who work for justice and unity to prevail in the midst of division:

in nations where conflict has broken out or repression rules,

in places facing poverty, famine or destruction from disaster,

and anywhere racial and ethnic disparities weaken common life.

We pray for Canada in this time when resentments simmer and differences deepen.

Send your justice to bring relief and your peace to help understanding prevail.

As the followers of Jesus, give us the courage to unite not only in prayer
but also in action for the needs of this world.

Strengthen us to work together, despite our differences,

so others may see what it means to follow you in Christ's name.

And so we join in the prayer Jesus taught us:
The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 15, 2023. Year A.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Invitation to the offering

Our God has done wondrous things, too numerous to count.  Ps. 40:5, 6
Through steadfast love and faithful care, God enriches us in every way.
Therefore, do not delay! Let us offer to God ourselves this day,

all that we have and all that we are, in praise and love of Christ.
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. P51.
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If you consider St. Andrew’s your church, regardless of where you live, would like to
learn more about St. Andrew’s, get involved in our ministry and work, or make a
donation toward the life and ministry of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, in Thunder Bay visit
our website at http://standrewspres-tbay.ca

*Hymn I know not why such wondrous grace 683
1. | know not why such wondrous grace 2. | know not why this saving faith

to me God has made known; to me God did impart,

nor why, unworthy as | am, nor how believing in the word

Christ claimed me for his own, brought peace into my heart,

but | know whom | have believed but | know whom | have believed

and am persuaded that Christ is able and am persuaded that Christ is able

to keep that which I've committed to keep that which I've committed

unto him against that day. unto him against that day.

3. | know not how the Spirit moves,
convincing me of sin,
revealing Jesus through the word,
creating faith in him,
but | know whom | have believed
and am persuaded that Christ is able
to keep that which I've committed

unto him against that day.

Words: this version © The Presbyterian Church in Canada
Music: Public Domain

Benediction

Let us go from here today secure in the knowledge

that we are not lacking in any spiritual gift.

We go into our world surrounded by the blessing of God,
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the equipping of the Spirit, to live and work as disciples

who make disciples for the transformation of the world. Amen.

Derek Weber, Discipleship Ministries, July 2022
Discipleship Ministries | Second Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A -... (umcdiscipleship.org)
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