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You would think that today of all days it would be easy to stand here and have 

something to say, to have a great story to help us bring this historic moment into our 

realm of understanding. Yet, I can think of no story to compare to the resurrection. It 

stands alone. Each of the gospel writers have their take on the events. Like the 

witnesses they are, each has a perspective. They don’t have to match exactly. What 

eye witness story or even second-hand story ever comes out exactly the same unless 

rehearsed? It is part of the mystery, awe, wonder, and joy of the Easter story. If 

everyone’s story had been exactly the same, we would have more reason to doubt it 

happened. The variations actually make it credible.  

This Easter we hear the narrative from Matthew’s viewpoint on the events. What he 

remembered of what took place and how the story was relayed to him.  This account is 

powerful on so many levels. It starts out simply enough. Two Mary’s heading off to pay 

a visit to the tomb. They went there to grieve, to cry, to share stories about the 

experiences they had with Jesus. To recount the glory days and share the sadness of a 

life lost and dreams shattered. 

Not too many of us have been spared the grief of having a person in our lives die, a 

person who we cared for deeply. You lose your breath; the tears never seem to dry up. 

One moment you are fine, the next you are wondering if that hole in the center of your 

being is going to swallow you up. Another time you are sharing stories and laughing 

about the antics and then another day you are angry because you are alone.  

Grief, fear, anger, disbelief; all were a part of those last few days. So early in the 

morning just “as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene, and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb”1 (v1) where Jesus had been laid and with him all their hope 

laid to rest as well. It was a memorial trip. It was quiet, until it wasn’t.  

 
1 All scriptures taken from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
http://nrsvbibles.org  
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Suddenly there was a great earthquake! Think of it. What do you do when the earth 

rumbles and moves beneath your feet, your footing unsecure? Do you run or stay put? 

We have recently seen the devasting effects of a great earthquake in Syria and Türkiye. 

Entire neighborhoods and cities are crumbled. Lives lost. Even a small rumble gets 

one’s attention. The floor shakes, dishes rattle, and you wonder what is next.  

Here we have a great earthquake and it is said to have been caused by an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven. The angel came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. It is in this account 

that the tomb is opened in front of the women as well as the guards that had been 

assigned to the location to make sure the tomb was secure. The guards sent there 

because the chief priests and the Pharisees had gone before Pilate and asked for the 

detail, recalling that Jesus, who they called an impostor, had said that after three days 

he would rise again. They temple authorities wanted to ensure that none of Jesus’ 

followers would go and steal the body of Jesus away.  

Yet here we find ourselves in the story with guards at the ready, women present, the 

earth shaking and the tomb unsealed, the stone rolled away. It was enough to 

overwhelm the guards. They were obviously taken by surprise, and “fear of the angel 

shook them and they became like dead men.” (v4) 

Nobody wanted to have that story get out. The guards who went back to the city told the 

chief priests everything that had happened. The worst fear of the authorities had been 

realized, now “they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling 

them, ‘You must say, ‘his disciples came by night and stole him away while we were 

asleep.’” (vv12-13)This story would keep the truth from being known. This way no one 

could say that Jesus really was God’s Son and, in the end, he had been raised from the 

dead. That would be too powerful. It would give the people too much hope. It would rock 

the boat. It would be like an emotional earthquake. No one would listen to the powerful 

rulers if it turned out that what Jesus said would happen actually did happen.  

The guards too had to be protected. They had been sent there to make sure nothing 

would happen that would give any credence to Jesus and his predictions, and they 

failed. They would have to answer for that. So, for their participation in the lie, the 

priests and elders said to the guards, “If this comes to the governor’s ears, we will 

satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” (v14)  

Collusions, earthquake, stone rolled away, and yet there were the two Mary’s. What of 

them? Why did they not run away, or fall like dead people? Was it curiosity? Did fear 

hold them in their place? It was likely this and more. The angel said to the women, “Do 

not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 

for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead 

of you to Galilee, there you will see him.”  (vv5-7) 
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Did you catch the fact that the women were the first to be trusted with the message of 

Good News? Throughout Jesus’ life women had been a part of his ministry, and now 

they are the ones told to check out the tomb to see for themselves that Jesus was not 

there. They saw the angel roll the stone away, the guards had been present so no one 

had come and stolen the body away. The tomb was empty, and things just as Jesus 

had predicted. The women were given a message to convey to the others and “So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.”  

Fear and great joy. Words that would aptly describe the mixed emotions of first heading 

to a tomb grieving, then experiencing an earthquake, seeing an angel, hearing from the 

angel, watching men fall over as if dead, and then heading into an empty tomb where 

they had expected to find a corpse. A corpse that was not there. Could those words be 

true?  

On top of that, in Matthew the women are the first to actually see Jesus as he met them 

and said “Greetings,” which would be more aptly translated as “Rejoice!” And rejoice 

they did as they “came to Jesus, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.” (v9) But their 

work is not done, they still need to share the Good News with the others, as Jesus 

sends them off saying “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 

they will see me.”  

Well, if the conversation was muted and filled with tears as the morning dawned, now 

the conversation would have been breathtaking, animated, unsure, and amazing. How 

do you convey all of this to others? This is a question to ask of ourselves as well. And 

just like the women we begin to reflect, ponder, discuss, and share.  

If Jesus is not dead then one needs to review all of the teaching, preaching, healing, 

and actions of Jesus over the past three years of his life. If Jesus is alive then it 

changes everything. Nothing can ever be the same. Nothing has been the same.  

Jesus’ resurrection means life for all. The whippings, beating, betrayal, hopelessness, 

and pain that Jesus endured, the cross that Jesus carried and hung from, does not take 

away all of those painful earthly experiences that we have in our own living. Still, in light 

of the death and resurrection of Jesus we can be assured that Jesus knows our pain 

and walks with us in every experience of life, from the grief to the joy, from fear to 

forgiveness, from loss to grace. In the resurrection, God’s power overcomes all that 

holds us down, our sinfulness, our rebellion, our inability to love fully and 

compassionately.  

Resurrection is the promise of life after death. As professor Rolf Jacobson writes, “In a 

very real way, we die in our sins every single day. Our lives are dead and worthless 

through our constant sin and rebellion. However, in the act of continual forgiveness 
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granted us through God’s grace, we are reborn new, forgiven, resurrected humans. This 

is an actual resurrection. Our sins kill us, but God’s forgiveness makes us alive again.”2 

It is difficult for us to think of ourselves as sinful and rebellious, yet how many times a 

day do we hurt others through our words, actions, or lack of words and action. Most of 

us think of ourselves as doing our best, that we are pretty good people. Yet the minute 

we think, in our pride and ambition, in our privilege and prosperity, that others get what 

they deserve or that even we are getting what we deserve, well then sin has arrived in 

our lives.  

Believing in the resurrection is to believe that God’s love for us, for all people, has no 

limits. That you are worthy of love, of joy, of hope, of grace and not only that but that all 

people are worthy to receive those gifts. Think on that. All one needs to do is consider 

those who are in prison, those who are addicted, those who start wars, those who 

cause pain, the person on the lowest rung of your ladder, and be in awe and awareness 

that everyone is loved by God. Everyone can be forgiven and is offered life in Christ.  

That is more than we can comprehend at times. We are people of the resurrection, 

people called to be God’s love in word and deed. People who share the Good News of 

Jesus and the gift of life offered to every person. Every person. Thank God their 

worthiness and our worthiness, doesn’t enter into the equation. We are all children of 

God, loved and forgiven.  

Each day we can live into the resurrection knowing God the Creator brings us new life, 

forgives and redeems every one of us. 

Take hold of this forgiveness, 

and live your life in the Spirit and resurrection of Jesus!  

 
2 Jacobson, Rolf A., Editor. Crazy Talk: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms. Augsburg Books. 

Minneapolis. 2008.P147. 

 


