St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski

18t Sunday after Pentecost/Trinity
St. Andrew’s 115" Anniversary Sunday

Words of Welcome

A Sunday with many names...1%t Sunday after Pentecost, Trinity Sunday where we
celebrate the love that outpours between God the Creator, Jesus the Son, and the
Holy Spirit...a love so amazing and abundant that it was poured out into creation and
continues to be present for us. And it is the 115™ Anniversary of St. Andrew’s.

So join in this time of worship as we consider these things through the story of
Nicodemus who visited Jesus in the dark of night.

We begin with a call to worship.

Call to Worship

Jesus prayed that we, the church, would be one,
just as he and the Father are one.

Today we offer our praise and prayer together,
as one body, in Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.
In harmony, let us glorify God—Father, Son, and Spirit.

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, © 2004, CRC Publications

Hymn We've a story to tell to the nations 765

1. We've a story to tell to the nations
that shall turn their hearts to the right,
a story of truth and mercy,
a story of peace and light,
a story of peace and light,
for the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light.

2. We've a song to be sung to the nations
that shall lift their hearts to the Lord,
a song that shall conquer evil
and shatter the spear and sword,
and shatter the spear and sword,
for the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light
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3. We've a message to give to the nations,
that the Lord who reigneth above
hath sent us his Son to save us,
and show us that God is love,
and show us that God is love,
for the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,
the k|ngd0m Of |0ve and I|ght Words and Music: public domain

Prayers of Adoration and Confession

Holy God, source of all goodness,

you gave your Son for the life of the world

and sent your Spirit that your love might abide within us.
Teach us how to love each other this day,

that we may have life, and have it abundantly,

with you, in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit.

Holy God, we know that you are always there to lead us,

yet we somehow lose our way and fall back into fear.

We confess that we have stumbled,

and we recognize our need for you to lift us up and help us start again.
Forgive us our failings, restore us to strength,

and reconcile us with you, ourselves, and each other,

through the power of Christ and the gift of your Spirit.

Come, Holy Spirit, giver of life;

breathe into us that we may hear a word of truth this day.

Draw us into communion, enable us to love,

conspire to make us one with you for the world you so deeply love. Amen.

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 2 © 2015 Westminster John Knox Press

Assurance of Forgiveness

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him

may not perish but may have eternal life.

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world

to condemn the world,

but in order that the world might be saved through him.” _jumsi617, xsv

Trust in God’s promises and begin anew your life
with God and all people in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Scripture Reading John 3:1-17

12 There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a prominent leader among the
Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we all know you’re a teacher
straight from God. No one could do all the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if
God weren’tin on it.”

3 Jesus said, “You're absolutely right. Take it from me: Unless a person is born from
above, it’s not possible to see what I'm pointing to—to God’s kingdom.”

4“How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born who has already been born and grown
up? You can’t re-enter your mother’s womb and be born again. What are you saying
with this ‘born-from-above’ talk?”

>6 Jesus said, “You're not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a person submits to
this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’ creation, the invisible
moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom.
When you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look at and touch. But the
person who takes shape within is formed by something you can’t see and touch—the
Spirit—and becomes a living spirit.

8“So don’t be so surprised when | tell you that you have to be ‘born from above'—
out of this world, so to speak. You know well enough how the wind blows this way and
that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but you have no idea where it comes from
or where it's headed next. That's the way it is with everyone ‘born from above’ by the
wind of God, the Spirit of God.”

9 Nicodemus asked, “What do you mean by this? How does this happen?”

1012 Jesus said, “You're a respected teacher of Israel and you don’t know these
basics? Listen carefully. I'm speaking sober truth to you. | speak only of what | know
by experience; | give witness only to what | have seen with my own eyes. There is
nothing secondhand here, no hearsay. Yet instead of facing the evidence and
accepting it, you procrastinate with questions. If | tell you things that are plain as the
hand before your face and you don’t believe me, what use is there in telling you of
things you can’t see, the things of God?

13-15“No one has ever gone up into the presence of God except the One who came
down from that Presence, the Son of Man. In the same way that Moses lifted the
serpent in the desert so people could have something to see and then believe, it is
necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up—and everyone who looks up to him,
trusting and expectant, will gain a real life, eternal life.

16-18 “Thjs is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son.
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can
have a whole and lasting life. The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson

Page 3 of 9



Message From Above

It happens to Ken and | more times than | wish. We are in a conversation and we think
we are talking about the same thing but we are coming at it from such a different place
that we don’t make sense to each other. More than once we have become frustrated
with one another because either Ken or | were not getting it! The “it” being the other
person’s point or perspective. We think so differently it is amazing that we manage to
communicate with each other as well as we do.

It's what seems to be happening in this conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus.
Jesus is saying one thing and Nicodemus is just not following and so asks questions that
just are not going to get him the answers he may want, and certainly are not bringing
answers that seem to clarify anything for him.

Nicodemus is an interesting character. His story is unique to the Gospel of John. He
shows up three times. The first time was this clandestine night meeting. Nicodemus was
of the Pharisee sect. He was a part of the group who were always testing Jesus. They
certainly were not happy about this peasant teacher who always seemed to have the
upper hand on them when they try to trap him with their questions and quizzes.

So, it seems there may be a couple of things going on here. It is hard to tell if Nicodemus’
remarks about Jesus being a “teacher straight from God” adding, “No one could do all
the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if God weren’t in on it”, are meant to flatter
or are stating facts. It may be both. Nicodemus may really have believed that only
someone sent from God could do these things, but | suspect that like many people, there
is a side of him that is very skeptical about it being this guy Jesus in particular.

We really don’t know the purpose of this meeting, but it is clear that Nicodemus has
many questions. And the more Jesus speaks the more questions Nicodemus has. And
the more Jesus answers the less Nicodemus understands.

In particular there is a challenge in understanding the “being born from above” stuff. The
Greek word that is being translated here can mean “anew” “again”, or “from above.” It
appears that Nicodemus lands on the “born again” meaning and gets stuck on it, taking
the whole thing literally. We smirk as we get that there is no way one can be born again
in the way the Nicodemus was imagining, so you would think he would have interpreted
Jesus words using one of the other meanings of anew or from above, or at least seen
that there was depth to the interpretation and meaning that could be garnered from what
Jesus was saying, rather than taking things so literally.

One can imagine with these next words that Jesus is either frustrated or just finding the
whole thing humorous. Still as you hear Jesus’ response, listen for the words that speak
about the Spirit, that Spirit that has been with Jesus and God all along and moves in
creation and in each of us.

“>-6 Jesus said [to Nicodemus], “You're not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a
person submits to this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’
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creation, the invisible moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s not possible
to enter God’s kingdom. When you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look
at and touch. But the person who takes shape within is formed by something you
can’t see and touch—the Spirit—and becomes a living spirit.”

Now to be say this is easy to understand would be simplifying all of this too much, just
as Nicodemus tried to bring things down to the most literal of meanings. Yet the example
of a baby is a wonderful starting spot. We can look at and touch a baby, yet each of us
has watched as children grow and become adults and through each stage how they have
developed their own way of being in the world. If you pay attention, cared to examine
your own life, you will have noted it of yourself.

What Jesus is saying is the that part of a person which we cannot look at or touch, what
becomes their spirit, is formed by what we cannot see or touch, the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
that was “the wind hovering over the water in creation” is at work in us and in the world.
It is in that Spirit that we are born from above. It is the Holy Spirit at work in us.

Jesus continues with, "8“So don’t be so surprised when | tell you that you have to be
‘born from above’—out of this world, so to speak. You know well enough how the wind
blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but you have no idea
where it comes from or where it’s headed next. That’s the way it is with everyone ‘born
from above’ by the wind of God, the Spirit of God.™

To tell you the truth, | find these words comforting, even if | struggle to grasp the meaning
of it all. | hear this to mean that just like we have no idea how the wind blows, where it
comes from or where it is headed next, we cannot interpret, direct, or know for certain
how God, through the Holy Spirit, is at work in each of us and in each other, let alone the
whole of the world.

Even without understanding it fully, this scripture can bring a measure of hope and trust
that God is at work in each of us and that | don’t need to know the day or the experience
that made me “born again” as | have been asked by some to be able to answer to their
question. | don’t know when | was born again, | just know that since Jesus came on the
scene we don’t have to worry about those details, we only need to pay attention to what
God is up to in our lives and in the world around us. Our worK is to continue to trust and
believe that, 1618 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and
only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone
can have a whole and lasting life.”

Did you catch it? It is not in words that you may have memorized as a child, but in this
story about Nicodemus is where you find John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” This verse alone tells us that whether we understand or not, no matter who we are,

! The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson
2 Ibid.
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God so loved the world that Jesus showed up for us. And it is by believing in Jesus and
in the power of the Holy Spirit that we are basically born from above.

This means that even though Nicodemus didn’t get it, Jesus came into the world for him,
and thankfully came into the world for each of us. And because Jesus rose from the dead
like the first born of creation, we get to live with the Holy Spirit working and moving in
and through us. What an amazing thought and privilege.

What has often been missed with the memorization of and fixation on John 3:16 is the
following verse that too has powerful words and a promise. Hear John 16 and 17
together...1%17“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only
Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can
have a whole and lasting life.”

Believing in Jesus is not meant to take from your life. So many people think that being a
Christian sucks the life out of life, but it is just the opposite. To be a follower of Jesus, to
believe in Jesus, means to be saved to live a life that is whole, that is truly life-giving, a
life that is lived fully, right now and into our passing from this life to one fully in God’s
presence. It is to have our world expand from being just about us to being about God’s
kingdom which is more expansive than we can imagine.

By the way, remember | said that Nicodemus turns up three times in John’s gospel? Well,
each time it seems that just maybe Nicodemus is inching his way to believing in Jesus.
The second time is when Nicodemus seemingly comes to Jesus’ defense in the course
of a pretty heated moment where the Pharisees wanted Jesus arrested. Nicodemus
doesn’t push the issue and is shut down by his peers, but it looks like a step deeper into
believing in Jesus. (John 7:50-52).

The third time we hear about Nicodemus in John’s gospel is when he and Jospeh of
Arimathea prepare Jesus’ body for burial after the crucifixion. Nicodemus brings a
significant amount of a mixture of myrrh and aloes with him. (John 19:38-42) We don’t know
much about Nicodemus other than he keeps showing up in more significant ways and
times. It may speak to the way many of us slowly come to faith, to understanding, and
to loving Jesus, even if and when we continue to question and learn. We are able to
grow and deepen in faith.

| read that Nicodemus is the patron saint of curiosity. If that is the case then | really like
him. Being curious has become my watch word or catch phrase to the point that | was
given the gift of a wood sign that has the words “Be Curious” engraved into it. There are
S0 many reasons | have come to appreciate those two words. This short phrase expands
one’s possibilities, it allows for imagination and creativity. It also fits right into believing
and belief in Jesus. | don’t understand everything that | read in the Bible. | don’t have an
unshakable faith, but | can be curious about what God, through the work of the Holy
Spirit, is doing.
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We can be curious about what God is doing through the Holy Spirit in our world and in
us. We can be curious about what it means to believe in Jesus and the way believing in
Jesus can open up the kingdom of God and the Holy Spirit to us in ways that we are
born from above.

We can be curious about a love so deep, so broad, and so high that it overflowed from
the relationship between the Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit. Unable to be contained, that
love must be shared and is shared in us, through us, and for us. We can be curious
about what it means to be born from above by the Spirit of God. The ‘wind-hovering-
over-the-water’ Spirit that was present at the time of creation and continues to live in and
through us and all of creation.

So though we, like Nicodemus, have questions, all kinds of questions, we also like
Nicodemus can continue to deepen in our curiosity and understanding. We can grow in
faith and in love for the one that cannot be contained and who loved us so much that
God’s only Son came so that we may have abundant, whole, and lasting life. Amen.

Prayers of the People

God of communion and community,

we give you thanks for our life together in Christ,

and the work of the Spirit that draws us closer to you and to each other.

We pray for the life of our denomination as it meets

in General Assembly starting on June 2",

Send your Spirit to work in and through the commissioners,

even as they prepare to attend and then are present throughout the Assembly.
Speak through your Spirit to open minds and hearts to your leading.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ sustain us in communion and community,
even when we differ over decisions and directions.

God of compassion and concern,

Thank you for all the ministries and mission Presbyterians undertake together
in Canada and in many places throughout the world.

Thank you for lessons learned and hope inspired

by all the partners we have worked with, over this year

and throughout many years and many different cultures.

We pray for all who serve in the name of our church

and for those who join in ministries supported by Presbyterians Sharing
and Presbyterian World Service & Development.

Bless the important work undertaken in Jesus’ name

which looks so different in each location.

Open all our hearts to support these ministries

with generous giving and ongoing prayer,

so that lives will be healed, transformed and strengthened

according to your compassionate concern.
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God of our hearts and our hopes,
We pray for those you have given us to love, in our families, in our church, and in our
communities.

Hear us now as we place their needs and hopes before you in this silence.
(Hold a brief silence)

We pray for those who serve our nation as leaders in business, politics, health care
and education. Grant them wisdom in this challenging time, so that their choices

consider the needs of the most vulnerable whom we name before you in silence.
(Hold a brief silence)

We pray for those who face uncertainty, unrest and threat from violence day by day.
In this moment of silence, we bring before you people in our own community who
know upheaval because they are unhoused or there is violence and unrest in their
homes. We pray also for those in places around the world where injustice is
unrelenting. (Hold a brief silence)

God of the earth and all its fullness,

In this season of planting and growing, of nesting and nurturing, we pray for the
environment and all the creatures it supports. Protect species and habitats at risk,
and awaken us to better stewardship in the garden you have entrusted to us.
Hear our prayers for everything and everyone you have created in love

as we pray the words Jesus taught us:

©The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Second Sunday after Pentecost - June 6, 2021. Year B. Additions by Joyce
Yanishewski

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Invitation to the offering

Trinity Sunday proclaims the outpouring of love within God’s own being, for God’s very
nature is love. May our gifts offer an outpouring of our love for God and our willingness
to put that love into action in God’s world.

©The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. First Sunday after Pentecost- Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021 Year B.

Should you wish to support and/or would like to learn more about St. Andrew’s, get
involved in our ministry or make a donation toward the life and work of St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian, in Thunder Bay visit our website at http://standrewspres-tbay.ca
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Hymn O love, how deep, how broad, how high 205
1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 2. For us baptized, for us he bore

how passing thought and fantasy,
that God, the Son of God, should take
our mortal form for mortals' sake.

3. For us he prayed; for us he taught;
for us his daily works he wrought:
by words and signs and actions, thus
still seeking not himself, but us.

5. For us he rose from death again;
for us he went on high to reign;
for us he sent his Spirit here
to guide, to strengthen and to cheer.

Benediction

Go in love and loyalty,
knowing that Christ goes before,
Christ goes behind you,

his holy fast and hungered sore;
for us temptations sharp he knew,
for us the tempter overthrew.

4. For us to wicked hands betrayed,
scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,
he bore the shameful cross and death,
for us gave up his dying breath.

6. All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad,
the Trinity whom we adore
forever and forevermore.
Words and Music: public domain

Christ walks beside you and Christ lives within you.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God and communion in the Holy Spirit be yours,

now and evermore. Amen.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving, with the Story of the Table for Communion
From Christ the King Sunday Nov 20, 2022 Worship Planner (Nancy Cocks)
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