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1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Can | Get a Withess?

| just learned of a movie that premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival on
September 6, 2024. It is set to be released in Canada on March 14, 2025. It is called,
Can | Get a Witness? It is a Canadian science fiction film directed by Ann Marie
Fleming.2 Blending live action and animation, the film is set in a postapocalyptic world
in which travel and technology are virtually banned, and people who reach the age of 50
have to submit to death to control the size of the population, while young people are
tasked with artistically documenting their final moments.! Another way of putting it, “In a
not so distant future, there is a reality where in order to save the planet, "death is
everyone's job", with 50-year-olds taking the sacrifice, while teenage artists need to
document it.”

It is a story of witness...witnessing to the fact that someone lived and died... that they
actually exited. It is done with art, as technology is not to be used in this eco conscious
future time, so no photographs, only drawings. Though | have only seen the trailer, it
appears to be a powerful story of life, death, grief, and witness.

Witnesses are important. Whenever there is an accident or a crime, one of the first
things police or investigators are looking for are witnesses. They never expect
witnesses to tell exactly the same story. In fact, if withesses do have exactly the same
story it can be suspect. Witnesses see things from different perspectives and with
relevance to their own positioning, understanding, and experience. This is true whether
it be a crime or just a story telling from the past.

You have likely been part of a conversation with a spouse, sibling, or friend, and each of
you remembers an event in your past differently. It may be that one of you is just not
remembering correctly, but often it is likely that you truly remember it differently because
you experienced it from your perspective.

Perspective is influenced not only by physical presence, but by one’s emotional
presence...how you were feeling that day. Perspective can be influenced by your own
history in certain situations. What brings joy to one person may be terror to another...
think roller coasters or Ferris wheels.

It is witness that comes up in part of this scripture from the first verses of chapter 15 of
the first letter to the church in Corinth. Paul is talking about the resurrection and he is
stating that there were witnesses to the resurrection appearances of Christ. It is
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interesting, as we have become very skeptical people and so we appreciate it when
many people say that they witnessed an event or occurrence, as that helps us to feel
like it has been verified. As | write this though, | realize that in a time of people claiming
fake news all over the place, even attesting to something as true or not has come into
question.

But there was a time that you could trust the withess of many. If many people witnessed
something, it was likely to be true. And this is what Paul is counting on as he reminds
the church people in Corinth that Jesus was seen in his resurrected body by not just
one or two people, but a multitude. The reading says, Jesus presented himself alive to
Peter, then to his closest followers, and later to more than five hundred of his followers
all at the same time, most of them still around (although a few have since died); that he
then spent time with James and the rest of those he commissioned to represent him.

Now this is not a complete list as we know that Jesus was seen by women as well, but
this is the list as Paul has it.

If any of us heard that many people had seen something or witnessed Jesus alive after
he had died, we would likely believe it happened. Yet, for that group then and for us
now, we question things. Time and distance have a way of making people question
whether or not something actually did happen. In the case of the Corinthian Christians,
they were a group divided. It wasn’t so much that they questioned the resurrection of
Jesus, but that they were questioning whether or not they themselves would experience
a resurrection body.

At the time there were there two schools of thought, one in which only the spiritual was
considered worthy of resurrection, and then the school of thought to which Paul
belonged, where the whole of a person was important and the whole person experience
resurrection... body, mind, and spirit.

| want to digress for just a moment as | think there are some points that might also be
not only interesting, but also helpful. Though the letters of Paul come after the Gospels
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, in the New Testament, researchers and historians
have come to understand that Paul’s letters were actually written before the gospels
were written. It means that Paul’s writings come closer to the time when Jesus died than
the stories of Jesus life that we have come to know through the gospel writers.

This letter, and others like it, all share with us the gospel according to Paul. Though
even he admits that Jesus presented himself alive to Paul last saying, “It was fitting that
| bring up the rear. | don’t deserve to be included in that inner circle, as you well know,
having spent all those early years trying my best to stamp God’s church right out of
existence.”

At this in itself it compelling. To have been one who first actually oversaw the work of
killing those who followed what was then called “The Way”, to becoming a Christian
himself, even going to prison for what he believed, being beaten, and facing constant



attack and judgement, speaks a lot to Paul’'s own witness. He completely did a one
eighty in his own life based on an experience of the risen Christ.

The reason for all this talk about resurrection is that it will become foundational to the
teaching that is yet to come in chapter 15, and if they or we are still questioning the
resurrection of Jesus and also our own resurrection in Christ, however that looks, then
the rest of the conversation is mute. The Christian faith is based in and on the
resurrection of Jesus. This is our hope. The is the Message of Good News that we
proclaim. The resurrection is why we can talk about responding, restoring, and rejoicing.
Responding to needs, restoring people to wholeness, and together rejoicing in what
God has done in, with, and through us.

And what Paul says about himself in the next sentences is true for us as well.
“...because God was so gracious, so very generous, here | am. And I’'m not about to let
his grace go to waste.” Paul continues to speak about his own experience in
comparison to others who have worked to bring the message of hope to others saying,
“Haven’t | worked hard trying to do more than any of the others? Even then, my work
didn’t amount to all that much. It was God giving me the work to do, God giving me the
energy to do it. So, whether you heard it from me or from those others, it’s all the same:
We spoke God’s truth and you entrusted your lives.”

All of what Paul did in his life after his conversion from persecutor to be persecuted, was
done to witness to the resurrection of Christ which brings life to all people. That life is
one that bears witness to hope, peace, joy, and love, forgiveness, grace, and life
beyond death.

Paul has not been the only person to experience this life-changing message. Even in
our modern times we can think of C.S. Lewis who was an atheist before becoming a
Christian, and Lee Strobel who was an atheist journalist and investigative reporter for
the Chicago Tribune, who tried to disrupt his wife’s new found faith, and in trying to
disprove her reason for faith, Storbel ends up writing the book called The Case for
Christ as all his research only proved to him the resurrection. He ends up leaving his job
as a reporter and becoming a pastor.

But let’s take a look at what all of that means for us. First of all, the resurrection is the
basis of our faith and witnesses. We may not see Jesus in bodily form, though some
have claimed to, but we understand the Holy Spirit to still be at work in the world.
People in our own time and in our own lives have experienced profound and not so
profound moments of God. You may have yourself experienced times when, contrary to
any physical evidence, you knew that God was with you.

Right now, we are the witnesses to faith, to Christ’s resurrection, to abundant life, a life
abundant in hope, grace, and love. We are the ones called to bear witness through our
own living. We are called to bear witness to friends, family, co-workers, and all we
encounter each day...because God is so gracious, so very generous. And we should
not let God’s grace go to waste. Through our actions and our words, being kind,



generous, loving, and forgiving people, we bear witness. We are people who have
received grace and know it, but don’t forget, if you never talk about your faith, it will not
become evident that it is the basis for why you do what you do, or that it is the basis of
who you are at your core.

We are all called to witness to Christ’s resurrection of the body through our own lives.
The scriptures are the basis of our knowledge, but it is not our only knowledge of God,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Our lives attest to people, are a witness for others about
forgiveness, grace, wholeness, and life in Christ. It is God giving us the work to do, God
giving us the energy to do it. Take courage, have faith, that God will give you words to
share your faith. You don’t need to do it perfectly, but maybe you might hear God saying
to you, “Can | get a witness?”



