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The Second Sunday in Lent - March 16, 2025

Call to Worship

Today, God comes, to gather us in worship:
to wait in silence for the Word, to sit at the Table of grace.

Tomorrow, the Word of God comes, calling us to go forth to serve:
to bring hope to those who have none, to love all tossed aside by indifference.

The next day, and the next day, the Holy Spirit will come:
so we might discover the gift of peace, and offer it to our broken world.

©2025 Thom M. Shuman. http:/lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com March 16.

Hymn Holy, holy, holy 299

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!
early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
who wert and art and evermore shalt be.

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though our eyes in sinfulness thy glory may not see
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love and purity.

4. Holy, holy, holy. Lord God almighty!
all thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.
“Holy, holy, holy.” Words by Reginald Heber. Public domain.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession

God, ever creating, ever loving, ever leading:

when things around us feel chaotic, you are peace.

When so much we hear is not reliable, your word is truth.

When we are paralyzed by fear and anxiety, your presence is freedom.
When we feel bereft and helpless, your love gives us hope.

We bring you our prayers and our praise this day,

for you reveal yourself to us in the goodness of creation,

in the love and mercy of Christ, your beloved,

and through the energy and wisdom of the Holy Spirit.
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God of compassion,

We are creatures who seek our own comfort.

We confess that we prefer our own plans to your purposes.

We shrink from costly discipleship and put our own interests first.
Forgive our fleeting commitment and the times we have indulged our own
complaints. Have mercy on us.

Inspire us with the energy to do your will and serve our neighbours in the
example of Christ, your Son and our Lord as we worship you, Creator, Christ
and Spirit, ever Three and ever One, Amen.
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Assurance of Forgiveness

As a mother nurtures and holds her babies,
keeping them ever so close, so God does too.
Children of God, we are forgiven and loved. Be at peace.

Scripture Reading Luke 13:31-35

31 Just then some Pharisees came up and said, “Run for your life! Herod’s got your
number. He’s out to kill you!”
3235 Jesus said, “Tell that fox that I've no time for him right now. Today and tomorrow
I’'m busy clearing out the demons and healing the sick; the third day I'm wrapping
things up. Besides, it's not proper for a prophet to come to a bad end outside
Jerusalem.
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killer of prophets,
abuser of the messengers of God!
How often I've longed to gather your children,
gather your children like a hen,
Her brood safe under her wings—
but you refused and turned away!
And now it’s too late: You won’t see me again
until the day you say,
‘Blessed is he
who comes in
the name of God.”” tre Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson

Message Courage and Vulnerability

In the passage we just heard from the Gospel of Luke, we encounter Jesus at a moment
of both vulnerability and immense courage. The Pharisees warn him that Herod, the
ruler, is out to kill him, but rather than fleeing or cowering in fear, Jesus responds with
words of boldness and determination. He continues his mission, unshaken by the threat,
and reveals a deep longing in his heart for the city of Jerusalem. Jesus expresses a
tender desire to gather the people of the city under His wings like a mother hen gathers
her chicks, but he laments that they have refused his love and protection.
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In this passage we see Jesus embodying three key qualities that speak to us as followers
of Christ: vulnerability, courage, and strength. These are not qualities we often associate
with the traditional idea of strength, yet they are qualities of Jesus and these are also
qualities we are called to live into as God’s people. Let’s look at how Jesus, as spoken
about in this passage, embodies these qualities and how we are invited to live in such a
way that reflects vulnerability, courage, and strength—qualities that come from being
grounded in our faith and understanding of Jesus.

In the story, Jesus is warned by the Pharisees that Herod wants to kill him. Now, Herod
was a powerful ruler, someone who could easily have ended Jesus’ life. In the face of
this threat, one might expect Jesus to retreat to safety, or at the very least, take
precautions to protect himself. But Jesus does not do that. Instead, he replies to the
Pharisees, telling them to pass along the message that he will continue his work of
healing and casting out demons. He will not be deterred from his mission, and in doing
so, Jesus shows a remarkable kind of vulnerability.

This vulnerability is not weakness, but an openheartedness—a willingness to engage
deeply with the world, even when it means facing danger. Jesus could have hidden
himself from Herod'’s threat, but he chose to remain open and present to the people, to
continue doing the work of the God and God’s kingdom, regardless of the cost.

Even more so Jesus expresses a profound vulnerability in his words to the city of
Jerusalem: “How often | have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” (Luke 13:34). This is a beautiful
and deeply emotional image. Jesus is saying, "l long to love you, to protect you, to draw
you near to me." And yet, the people of Jerusalem have rejected him. This expression
is not one of anger or frustration, but of sorrow. The vulnerability of Jesus here reveals
the depth of God’s love—God loves so deeply that God is willing to expose Godself to
rejection, to pain, and to loss, just for the chance to gather people to him.

As followers of Jesus, we are called to embody this same kind of vulnerability. Living
vulnerably before God means being open to God’s love and presence, even when it feels
risky. It means allowing ourselves to feel the depth of God’s affection and longing for us,
and being willing to embrace the call placed on our lives, even when it involves stepping
into uncertainty or discomfort.

In our relationships with others, vulnerability means allowing ourselves to love and be
loved, to offer care and compassion, even when there is the possibility of rejection or
hurt. It's easy to guard our hearts, to put up walls to protect ourselves from pain. But
Jesus shows us that true love involves opening ourselves up, allowing others to see us
for who we are, and being willing to love them without holding back. This is the kind of
vulnerability we are called to imitate—a vulnerability that reflects the heart of God, who
is willing to be rejected, misunderstood, and even killed, just to offer His love.

While Jesus is vulnerable, he is also incredibly courageous. The threat of Herod’s wrath
is real, but Jesus does not shy away from it. Instead, Jesus presses forward with his
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mission. He declares, “Today and tomorrow | will drive out demons and heal the sick,
and on the third day | will reach my goal” (Luke 13:32). Jesus knows that his life is in
danger, yet he moves forward with steadfast determination everyday.

In saying that he will “reach his goal,” Jesus is expressing his resolve to fulfill the mission
given to him by God, regardless of the cost. His courage comes not from an absence of
fear, but from Jesus unwavering commitment to God’s plan. He is aware of the risks, but
knows that God’s purposes are greater than the dangers he faces. Courage, in this
sense, is not the absence of fear, but the willingness to act in faith despite fear.

Jesus’ courage is grounded in his trust in God’s will. Jesus doesn’t act recklessly or out
of bravado; he acts with divine purpose. This is important for us to understand. Courage
isn’t about charging into situations without thought. It's about living faithfully and
fearlessly in alignment with God’s will, knowing that God is with us and that God’s
purposes will ultimately prevail.

We, too, are called to live courageously. In a world that often seems hostile to the
message of the Gospel, it can be easy to shrink back, to stay silent, or to conform to the
expectations of society. But Jesus calls us to live with courage—courage to stand firm
in our faith, to speak truth when it is hard, and to love others boldly, even when it costs
us.

Courage doesn’t always look like grand acts of heroism. It can be as simple as standing
firm in the face of opposition, speaking up for justice when it's uncomfortable, or
continuing to love someone who is difficult to love. Courage means doing what God asks
of us, even when we are afraid, because we trust that God is with us and that His
purposes are always good.

Courage also means living in the reality of our own vulnerability—recognizing that there
will be times when we will be rejected or misunderstood, but choosing to press forward
anyway. Just as Jesus continued his work despite the threat of Herod, we are called to
move forward in faith, knowing that our courage will be sustained by God’s presence.

The final quality that Jesus embodies in this passage is strength. This is not a strength
that is loud or overbearing, but a quiet, enduring strength that comes from being
grounded in the will of God. Jesus knows this mission will ultimately lead to the cross,
and speaks of the inevitability of that death, acknowledging that it will happen in
Jerusalem, the city that has rejected the prophets and messengers of God. Yet, despite
the rejection Jesus faces, he does not waver in his purpose.

Strength, in Jesus' case, is not about resisting the challenges he faces. It is about
enduring with faith and resolve, knowing that God's power and purpose, God
compassion and strength, is greater than anything else. The strength of Jesus is rooted
in his unwavering connection to God and in the certainty that God’s work will be
accomplished.
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We, too, are called to live with this kind of strength—a strength that is rooted not in our
own power, but in God’s name. Our strength is not about physical might or personal
achievement; it is about endurance. It is about standing firm in the face of challenges,
knowing that God’s will will prevail, even when it seems impossible.

Strength comes from knowing that we are not alone in our struggles. God’s name gives
us the strength to continue when we feel weak, to persevere when we feel like giving up,
and to trust that God is with us through it all. Just as Jesus endured the cross knowing
that is was the way to freedom for people we are called to endure the difficulties of life,
trusting that God will use us and God’s purpose will be fulfilled in and through us.

As we reflect on this passage, we see that God'’s is not distant or abstract. God reveals
vulnerability, courage, and strength. Jesus came in the name of God, and in his life,
death, and resurrection, Jesus perfectly embodied these qualities. This image of a
mother hen gathering her chicks under her wing is an image of Jesus who in the name
of God embraces vulnerability, stands with courage, and endures with strength.

With the vulnerable yet courage image we too are called to live with vulnerably offering
our hearts to God and to others, courageously standing firm in the faith, and drawing our
strength from the unshakable foundation of God’s will.

As we consider this image of God, we remember that God is not just power and might
alone, but a God of love, vulnerability, courage, and strength. Jesus shows us that these
qualities are not in opposition, but work together to create a life that is grounded in God’s
will.

May we, as Jesus followers, live boldly, embodying vulnerability, courage, and strength
in our daily lives. And may we always remember that we do not walk this journey alone—
God is with us, empowering us to live faithfully and courageously, even in the face of
opposition.

| speak to you in the name of the God who gather her chicks under her wings for
protection and strength. In Christ, with Christ, and through Christ. Amen.

Prayers of the People

God of strength and comfort, in the quiet calm of your presence,
we pause in the whirlwind of concerns around us, and set aside
our own interests and distractions to pray for the world you love.

Today we remember before you:

All people in their daily life and work—

our families, friends and neighbours, those we work with,

and those whose faces we recognize regularly but do not know.
Be with all who find these times stressful or exhausting:

We remember before you this congregation,
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our presbytery, and congregations of other traditions near us, as well as those
who serve in church leadership and all who nurture faith in others.
Help us support each other and look to the future with hope.

We pray for this community, our country, and governments throughout the world,
as well as all those who work for justice, freedom and peace.
Send your Spirit, the Advocate, to speak for the voiceless and challenge injustice.

We pray for victims of hunger, fear, injustice and oppression,

for all who struggle to rebuild their communities

after natural disaster or social upheaval,

and for all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.

Bring them comfort and courage, and the support of their neighbours.

And we pray for those people and situations on our hearts and minds this day:

Hear us as we pray in the words that your Son taught us:
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen

Invitation to the offering
As God has blessed us beyond all expectation and need, we join in imitating God, by
offering gifts which will bring hope, healing, and help to those who struggle in this
life. This moment is an opportunity to respond to God’s provision in your life.

There are various ways that people give to this congregation for our work as God’s
people, through signing up for a monthly donation, or sending an etransfer.

Check out the opportunities to support St. Andrew’s ministry at our website, St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay, ON — Part of the PCCWeb network of
churches

Hymn O love, how deep, how broad, how high 205
1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 2. For us baptized, for us he bore
how passing thought and fantasy, his holy fast and hungered sore;
that God, the Son of God, should take for us temptations sharp he knew,
our mortal form for mortals' sake. for us the tempter overthrew.
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3. For us he prayed; for us he taught;
for us his daily works he wrought:
by words and signs and actions, thus
still seeking not himself, but us.

5. For us he rose from death again;
for us he went on high to reign;
for us he sent his Spirit here
to guide, to strengthen and to cheer.

4. For us to wicked hands betrayed,
scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,
he bore the shameful cross and death,
for us gave up his dying breath.

6. All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad,
the Trinity whom we adore
forever and forevermore.

“O love, how deep, how broad, how high.” Latin, 15" Century. English translation: Anonymous. Public domain

Benediction
Go now, trusting in God’s promises.

Seek the presence of the Lord and abandon yourself to prayer.

Follow those who are faithful to God,

stand firm against evil and seek healing for all.

And may God be our saving light and fortress;

May Christ Jesus gather us into the safe wings of mercy;
And may the Holy Spirit make you citizens of heaven.

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,

2nd Sunday in Lent — Year C — LaughingBird
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