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Fourth Sunday of Easter. May 11, 2025

Call to Worship

Transformative Creator, you envelope us with examples of community.
We are witnhess to Jesus’ up close and personal attempts
to learn about and be with the people.

You want us to know that
what happens outside of our church building matters to God’s people.
Continue to work in and through us to build towards collective flourishing.

Call us into living—
Call us into being curious, approachable, and loving towards all your creation.

Easter 4C — May 11 - United Church of Christ

Hymn At the dawning of salvation 248
1. At the dawning of salvation, 2. He is risen in the morning;
in the morning of the world, he is risen from the dead;
Christ is raised, a living banner he is laughter after sadness;
by the love of God unfurled. he is light when night has fled.
Through the daylight, through the darkness, He has suffered; he has triumphed;
Christ leads on his great array: life is his alone to give:
all the saints and all the sinners as he gave it once, he gives it
he has gathered on his way. evermore, that we may live.

3. For the glory of salvation
in the dawn of Easter day
we will praise you, loving Father;
we rejoice to sing and pray
with the Song and with the Spirit.
Lead us on, your great array,
saints and sinners celebrating
your triumphant love today.

“At the dawning of salvation.” Words by Jock Curle. © 1979 Josef Weinberger Ltd.
Used by Permission. CCLI License #112765

Prayers of Adoration and Confession

God of the ages, God of today,

you are compassion; our cup overflows.

You are hope; you lead us to peace.

You are truth; you lead us in right paths.

You are life; you restore our souls.

Morning, noon and night, O God, you are the source of our joy.
We gather to worship you as one family of your people,
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honoring you as our Creator, trusting you as our Saviour,
celebrating you as the Spirit who gives us life.

Trusting in your compassion and grace, we confess to you our sins:

Merciful God,

we confess we stray from your ways like lost sheep;

we follow the devices and desires of our own hearts,
ighoring the needs of others and seeking more for ourselves.
We judge ourselves more generously than others and

fail to offer others the forgiveness we seek from you.

Forgive the ways we betray your love,

and return us to your paths of truth and mercy

we ask this in the healing restoring name of Christ. Amen.

Adapted from The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Fourth Sunday of Easter. May 11, 2025. Year C.

Assurance of Pardon

Christ dwells in our hearts through faith,

for we are being rooted and grounded in his love.

The forgiveness he offers is a gift of this love.

Receive God’s forgiveness with faithful hearts,

and be at peace with God, with yourself and with each other.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Fourth Sunday of Easter. May 11, 2025. Year C.

Scripture Reading Acts 9:36-43

36-43 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas.? She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two
men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and
went with them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas
had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped
her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile, he stayed in
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http:/nrsvbibles.org

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Message Love Enacted

| think it is lovely that on this Mother’s Day the scripture reading would be about a woman.
In this case a generous and kind woman named Tabitha, if you were to use her Aramaic
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name, and Dorcas in Greek. It is nothing new for people to have two names depending
on where they are. My own mom’s name was Antje in Dutch. She was born in the
Netherlands and so her given name is Dutch. When she immigrated to Canada, she took
the name Ann. My dad is Johannes in Dutch and Anglicized to John. What is does signify
is a crossing of borders. These borders were physical borders but also crossed cultures
and also means that their lives crossed over the paths of many different people in many
places. This also happened because they moved a number of times over their lifetimes
as well.

| suspect that may have been the case for Tabitha. Being known by two names, she
likely had a foot in different communities of people. | suspect she may have had some
very intimate knowledge of and experiences with the people. As a seamstress she would
have been up close and personal. You can’t be shy to touch others if you are going to fit
them for clothing. | think of the times | have gone to have clothes altered. You have to
be okay with being vulnerable as it is often around areas that we are self-conscious
about, or think of as more private, that seem to be where adjustments need to be made,
or at least have to be dealt with in order to get things sized properly.

In any case, Tabitha has made an impression on the widows in her community. | found
it so wonderful to get so many details about Tabitha. It is not often in scripture we get a
story about a woman, much less a story that shares so much information. Listen to these
details.

First off, she was a disciple. That alone is significant. For all those who think that only
men were leaders and disciples, this story tells us that women had a place, a role in
leadership. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. Think about that. This is
the way she is described...devoted to good works and devoted to acts of charity. This
wasn’t a past time, it was how she was in the world, in community, as a person. Then,
just as she had been intimately close to those women whose bodies she clothed, after
Tabitha became ill and died, they washed her and they laid her in a room. The Jewish
traditions around death are highly respectful of both the one who has died and those
who mourn. How Tabitha’s body was given respect reflects those traditions.

Yet for some reason things were not left there. Two men were sent to get Peter in Joppa
which was near to Lydda where Tabitha’s body lay. It doesn’t say why he is summoned,
but given the story that comes just before this of Peter healing Aeneas, a man who had
been bedridden for eight years, for he was paralyzed, and the stories of Peter that may
have been going around the country side from even before that, who knows what hope
the people were holding out for. At any rate, Peter comes to them and is led up to the
room where the widows are holding vigil. We are told that all the widows stood beside
him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing, that Dorcas/Tabitha had made. It
also says, clothing she had made while she was with them. Not just while she was alive
or doing or trade, but while she was with them.
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Peter then does something that is also personal. Where, as much of his ministry has had
witnesses, this time he asks everyone to leave and in private he knelt down and prayed.
He turned to the body that has been laying there and was prepared for burial and said,
“Tabitha, get up.” He uses her given name. Another personal touch and in response to
his prayer and spoken word she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.

Once sitting up, Peter gave her his hand and helped her up further. Picture this scene.
Peter gave her his hand and helped her up. I love that detail. | love all the details of this
story including the part where he then called to those gathered and showed her to be
alive.

There are a couple of things that are of note in this story. First off is the intimacy of the
whole story. This was not some big show of strength, power, or display. This is a story
of quiet, humble, and private caring of body, mind, and spirit. It is a story of community,
of individuals, quietly going about their day in ways that impact the lives of others with
love, grace, care, and compassion. Dorcas cared for others and in return they deeply
care for her. It is all deeply personal and yet it gets to the heart of true power and
strength.

The church’s strength is in its care for those who are in need. Over and over again the
gospels tell stories about Jesus’ care for those who were most vulnerable. Jesus spoke
about the blessing of those who were poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who hunger
and thirst, the peacemakers. He also made sure that crowds of people who had come
to hear him had been fed. He healed people who were looking to be made whole. We
have stories of a woman who had her menstrual period for years without end and just
touching the hem of Jesus’ cloak healed her. We have a woman from another country
who begs Jesus to heal her sick child and he does so even those he is not physically
present with the child. Jesus healed a paralyzed man who had been sitting beside what
was known to be a healing pool but he could never get in.

Jesus showed care, Peter showed gentle care, and Tabitha herself was a woman who
intimately cared for the needs of those who most often did not have much, the widows
in the community who, in their time in history, had no standing in society.

And now we are here, Christian community, Christian people, called to care for others.
To respond to their needs, restore them to wholeness and then rejoice with them. We
are the church. This is the church. The church looks for ways to be a place where people
can find the intimate care, compassion, grace, and love that we are called to extend to
others. We do not need to do it in ways that are flamboyant or attention getting. As
individuals we do not need to do it in big ways, though at times we may also be asked
to do that.

But in what ways can we be people who show care and compassion. In the church we
have done it by opening our doors to other congregations, we have some allowance for
giving out money to those who need, “bus fare” to be used for whatever is their need that
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day, bus fare, a cup of coffee. It is not much but | know it is appreciated. We also have
a small amount that | can use to help people buy some groceries or medications and we
have the prayer shawl ministry that brings comfort. Lately we have raised funds for
Shelter House, Life-water, the Underground Gym and Grace Place.

This is important work, however it does not replace the call for us to be intimately
involved with those in need, to find ways that our lives might intersect with their lives in
personal ways. This is done when we talk to those who are not recognized either
because they are without a home, or we fear the differences in cultural practices. We
are called to be with those who are grieving as well as those whose choices have landed
them in precarious places. We can care for the sick, the impoverished, the lonely, with
compassion, grace, and most of all love. It is amazing what love can do. It is not that our
compassion, grace, and love will change everything. The women Tabitha made clothing
for continued to be widowed and in need, but the care given made a difference. It was
important. It made them feel seen and valuable. Someone cared enough to do a tangible
act of kindness.

It may be getting groceries, giving a ride, doing taxes, giving a haircut, sitting by a
bedside or giving a hug. It doesn’t have to take a lot of words, in fact often action is
preferrable. It is not about giving advice; it is about being present. It is about meeting
people where they are at physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually.

One last note, | don’t want us to miss the fact that Tabitha was raised from the dead.
She would have died eventually, but in this moment the power of resurrection was
present through Peter. Resurrection comes in many forms for us in our lives. There is
resurrection power. We may not be bringing people back to life, but we have the power
to help others, through Christ, be restored to wholeness which can be a little like being
resurrected. And going back to the story, the way in which Peter quietly prayed, gave his
hand to Tabitha to help her up is a beautiful way to look at how we can be there for
others, in prayer, lending a hand and helping others and each other up.

It is also a beautiful way to think about our own rising up to God in our death. A gentle
pray and hand given as we die and meet God whose love will restore us to fullness in
our dying.

May you this day and in the days to come find ways to show gentle strength and support
to those who need to know someone cares. To be devoted to good works and devoted
to acts of charity in ways that demonstrates God’s love. Make it more than a past time
or volunteer opportunity. May we strive to be this way in the world, in community, as the
church, and as a person. In Christ, with Christ, and through Christ. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Compassionate God,
we pray for vulnerable people all over this world,

people without power
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who live in places of terror and violence, fear and oppression.

Protect them, God;

we feel so powerless ourselves to help them.
Encourage and empower us to work

for peace and freedom from fear in our own contexts.

God of grace,

we pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down
by various disasters: floods, fire and drought-driven famine.
Bring courage and hope to them;

through their pain, may they remain connected to you in prayer.

We pray for those say there is no God;
may we, through the living of our own lives,
demonstrate the joy and peace of a Spirit-centred existence.

God of community,
we pray for our own congregation;
may we be a source of hope for our neighbourhood.

Help us to discern needs and work to fulfill them.

Strengthen and unify our congregation

and show us how we can be the disciples you envision us to be.
Return the sick to health and well-being

and relieve the suffering of those who have lost loved ones,

are unable to find meaningful employment

and fear the challenges of old age.

On this Mother’s Day...this Christian Family Sunday,

we pray and give thanks for mothers across the world who protect their children
and care for their families with love and compassion, with courage and grace.
We lift up to you those whose families are left feeling broken and hurting

who are in need of your compassion and restoration.

May our family of faith be a place where relationships are nurtured,

where people are restored, renewed, and can rejoice together.

Guide us, Great Shepherd,
into your paths of right relationships.
We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to say...

~ adapted from a prayer posted on the Presbyterian Church in Canada website. http:/presbyterian.ca/worship/

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
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us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen

Invitation to the offering

In the Easter season, we celebrate God’s most precious gift to us in Christ’s dying and
his rising. As we present our offering, may our generosity reflect God’s goodness to
us, and the hope we have in Christ Jesus.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Fourth Sunday of Easter. May 11, 2025. Year C.

There are various ways that people give to this congregation for our work as God’s
people, through signing up for a monthly donation, or sending an etransfer.

Check out the opportunities to support St. Andrew’s ministry at our website, St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay, ON — Part of the PCCWeb network of
churches

Hymn Precious Lord, take my hand 675

1. Precious Lord, take my hand;
lead me on, let me stand;
| am tired, | am wealk,
| am worn; through the storm,
through the night, lead me on to the light:
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

2. When my way grows drear,
precious Lord, linger near;
when my life is almost gone,
hear my cry, hear my call;
hold my hand lest | fall:
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

3. When the darkness appears
and the night draws near;
and the day is past and gone,
at the river | stand,
guide my feet, hold my hand:
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

“Precious Lord, take my hand.” Words by Thomas A. Dorsey. © 1938, Alfred Sacred.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723877

Benediction

Go in peace and love and care for another in the name of the Lord;

and may God lead you to places of rest and renewal;

may Christ Jesus give you life in abundance;

and may the Holy Spirit fill your hearts with gladness and generosity,
bO’[h now and forevermore. Amen. — written by Richard Fairchild, and posted on his Kir-Shalom website.
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