St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - July 13, 2025

Call to Worship

Children of God, are you listening? Have you noticed?
God has planted seeds of hope among us.
We have heard of this hope!

Are you listening? Have you noticed?
God nurtures hope among us, helping us bear the fruit of faithfulness in this world.
We seek this hope as we learn to live in faith.

Are you listening? Have you noticed?

The hope of God’s good news forms you to love one another with the love of Christ.
We cling to this hope as we grow in love of God,

self, neighbor, and all creation.

Children of God, come!

Come, let us worship God who graciously offers us the gift of hope.
Come, let us worship God

who empowers us to put our hope into faithful and loving actions!

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, January 2025. Discipleship Ministries | Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C -...

Prayers of Adoration and Confession

God of all beginnings,

we come today with praise on our lips and in our hearts.

We stand in awe of all you have created:

the vast expanse of a starry night and the tiny beauty of a raindrop
together reflect your glory.

You have blessed creation with life and meaning.

Your love makes a beginning in us, too, O God,

in each new life born into the world,

in each new friendship formed, in each kindling attraction,

in each kind word and act for neighbour or stranger.

We praise you, O God, for your love moving in the world around us,
lived out in Jesus and by the Spirit at work in us.

All praise and glory belong to you, Source, Saviour, and Spirit of Love,
one God, now and always.

God of loving kindness,

Jesus called us to love you above all else, and our neighbour as ourselves.
Yet we often fail to act in loving ways.

We are distracted by our own needs, and forgetful of the needs of others.
We let differences divide us and excuse ourselves from reaching out.
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Forgive us, O God. Create in us new hearts so we can live and love faithfully in

’
JeSUS name. Amen. The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Fifth Sunday after Pentecost. July 13, 2025. Year C.

Assurance of Forgiveness

God has freed us from darkness!

Our lives are illuminated by God's light!

Our lives bear the fruit of our hope in Christ!

We belong to the kingdom of God! Worship Elements: Proper 10 Year C
Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading Colossians 1:1-14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the
saints, °because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope
before in the word of the truth, the gospel  that has come to you. Just as it is bearing
fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from
the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. ” This you learned from
Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on
your behalf, 8 and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

®For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God'’s will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding, °so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of
God. ""May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while
joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in the light. ¥ He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, *in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http:/nrsvbibles.org

Message This Hope

At some point each day | head into our backyard to check out our garden, and at this
time of year Ken and | are consistently checking out the bushes that bear fruit. We have
raspberries, saskatoons, concord grapes, and cherries. We are pretty excited as this
year is year three for each of these bushes and they are loaded with fruit which will
become jam or jelly, pie, or frozen for use another day. There is something absolutely
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delightful about watching the unfolding of this process, from blossoms to berries that are
first green and then turn colour at which time they are ripe for harvesting. Our favourite
part is taking the fruit from the tree, particularly the saskatoons and raspberries and
eating the berries right there and then.

In this letter to the Colossians, Paul was writing to encourage a community of faith to
stay faithful to the gospel so that they can bear good fruit. This is an interesting letter.
First of all, there is much conversation about whether or not Paul actually wrote it, but
that does not affect the direction | am going with this scripture today. However, for
simplicities sake, | will assume that Paul was the writer. It is certainly written in the style
of how Paul would write. It is also interesting to note that Paul was in jail while writing
this letter and yet was filled with hope and encouragement for these people. Another
important point is that Paul was writing because there was a lot of false teaching going
on in the small community of faith.

They started off well enough, though it was not Paul who began this work with them, it
was a man named Epaphras. | have to admit, | had not even noticed this before, had not
paid any attention to the fact that this person was named and given credit as a beloved
fellow-servant and faithful minister of Christ on behalf of the church in Colossae. Now
Epaphras has let Paul know of the people’s life and faith. Paul has also learned that
there are others leading this group of Christ followers astray and he is writing to
encourage the church and teach them the truth of the gospel. We don't get into all of that
this week in the portion of scripture we are looking at, but it is important to have this
background as we approach these opening verses of the scripture.

Paul’s recurring themes, that can be found in other letters, of faith, love, and hope make
an appearance here. You may know the scripture from 1 Corinthains 13 that ends with
and “Faith, hope and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is love.” Well in
the case of the church in Colossae, hope was the starring attribute. And it is good to pay
attention to this as it gives us a clue to what the message was that the people needed
to hear in that time and place.

When | was in seminary one of my preaching professors said to us, “You are preaching
to a particular people, in a particular time, and a particular time.” This time Paul needed
to emphasize the hope that he has, the hope that was for the church in Colossae, and
the hope of the Gospel which is Jesus Christ. Though this is an ancient letter there is still
much for the church today to learn from it.

Now | don’t often follow a scripture verse by verse when preaching, but | think this may
be the best way to approach this particular piece of writing. It begins with a greeting,

L All scriptures are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org
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which sets up how Paul wants people to understand themselves and who he is and, as
it turns out that Timothy is also with him. He writes, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by
the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in
Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.”

Then he goes into the themes of faith, love, and hope. Remember Paul was writing to
correct their thinking and understanding so he says, “®In our prayers for you we always
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, ® because of the hope laid up for
you in heaven.”

Listen now as he continues for that extra emphasis on hope, “You have heard of this
hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel ®that has come to you. Just as it is
bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among
yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God.”

...You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel. This is where
our hope is...it is in the gospel story telling of Jesus and what God has done for us in
Christ Jesus. Any other understanding about Jesus or God’s will take us off course from
the hope that we have in Christ. | am going to my favourite dictionary on these types of
theological words as edited by Rolf Jacobson. This is how hope is explained there...

Hope: The promise of a future worth the trouble it takes to get out of bed in the
morning.

Intimately related to Faith and Love, and quite unlike fear, dread, and sarcasm,
hope is one of those things that we human beings cannot generate from within.
Hope starts to grow inside of us when a promise is spoken to us from the outside.
Theologically, this means hope is our response to the gospel, and it means hope
has the same invigorating and optimism-producing properties as a great cup of
coffee on a cold, dark morning. In contrast to strong java, however, the effects of
gospel-induced hope are longer lasting (we are promised eternal life), free (we
don’t have to pay for hope, not even for fair-trade, organically grown hope), and
of some benefit to our neighbor (because we have hope we also have love for the
neighbor).2

And this hope is what holds this piece of writing together. Paul’s hope for the people, the
people’s hope then and our hope now of what this truth about Jesus Christ means for
us.

2 Jacobson, Rolf A., Editor. Crazy Talk: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms. Augsburg Books. Minneapolis. 2008.P 88.
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And how do we know we have hope; it is through the bearing of good fruit. Bearing good
fruit, for the Colossian’s and now for us is the consequence of living life in the Spirit of
Jesus. The Holy Spirit that comes from God and from Jesus living and moving within us.
It is about the grace of God and comprehending the depth of that grace, grace which
promises life now and eternal life. This grace promises forgiveness, meaning and
purpose each day for you, for me, and for everyone.

Bearing fruit is about living life with meaning and purpose, caring for yourself and family,
but also being sure to care for others that God puts in your path or on your heart. We do
this as individuals, but we also and importantly do it as a community of faith, just as those
to whom Paul wrote were a community of faith...the church.

And then there are the two verses about Epaphras where Paul writes, “This you learned
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on
your behalf,  and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.” | lift him up because
we so often think that it was Paul who did all of the teaching in these fledgling
communities of faith, yet the gospel, the stories of Jesus were being told by many others.
We are not told how Epaphras learned about Jesus but we do know that others learned
about faith, love, and hope, the grace of God because Epaphras told them about it.

It is important to remember that the only way people will know what the gifts of faith,
love, and hope of God can do to transform their lives is if we talk about it and or
demonstrate it. If you are someone who has never picked up a Bible and no one has
ever talk about their faith, how can they possibly come to know of the love God has for
them?

You don’t have to be a preacher, you just need to incorporate your faith into your
conversation in ways that say that this is important to you, that this faith community has
something to offer in terms of faith, love, and hope. Or maybe it is hope, faith, and love.
Just as Paul emphasised one thing over another depending on the need of the people,
we too can share what might seem most important for someone to hear in any given
circumstance.

Now the next part of this opening from the letter is a prayer and | am going to use it to
close this message. | could go on and pull it apart verse by verse but that is a whole
other sermon. So instead, | am going to suggest a couple of things. One is that you can
use this prayer to pray over yourself or someone else, roughly putting your name or the
name of someone else where the pronouns are. Something like asking that Joyce may
be filled with the knowledge of God'’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, and
so that Joyce may lead a life worthy of the Lord...

Today | am going to close with the name of our church in those places. This letter was
written to a community of faith, and we are one as well, so this is my prayer...our
prayer...for this church using Paul’s words...
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We do not cease praying for this congregation of St. Andrew’s and ask that we
may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, °so that we may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him, as we bear fruit in every good work and as together we grow in the
knowledge of God. ' May St. Andrew’s be made strong with all the strength that
comes from God'’s glorious power, and may we be prepared to endure everything
with patience, while joyfully 2 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled us to
share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. '®* God has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 4in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

And as Paul opened the letter | now close with the words, Grace to you and peace from
God our Father. May you go into this next week with faith, love, and hope bearing fruit
and growing in the knowledge of God’s will for you, for our church, and for our
community.

| speak to you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of the People

God of abundant growth,

as summer unfolds around us, we give you thanks for warm sunny days,
for beauty in our gardens, crops growing in our fields,

life swimming in oceans and lakes.

Where the abundance of nature is at risk,

we pray that your Spirit will work in and through us

to restore the air, water and soil for the good of all creation.

God of peace and reconciliation,

we thank you for the peace and freedom we enjoy

and the many ways our lives are protected in this land.

We remember before you those places torn apart by violence and hatred,
those people who face discrimination daily,

and anyone who feels unsafe this day or any day.

Inspire leaders in every country to lead with wisdom and mercy.
Guide them in your ways of peace and justice.

God of creativity and community,

we thank you for the many ways the Church can serve you in Jesus’ name.
Thank you for the unique voices that sing your praise and speak your comfort,
all the hands that share in acts of service,

all the prayers offered quietly for your will to be done.

We pray for the Church and its many congregations as we seek to be faithful.
Help us work together so that our unity bears witness

to the possibilities for unity among diverse peoples everywhere.
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God of every precious life,

our hearts ache for those who are suffering.

Hear our prayers as we name before you those in need of your love and healing
in the silence of our hearts...

God of every life, Hear our prayer.

God of hope and love, draw us closer to you every day.
Show us what you desire for us and inspire our faithfulness in the example of Jesus,
who taught us to pray these words:

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. Fifth Sunday after Pentecost. July 13, 2025. Year C.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen

Invitation to the offering

In God we find the power to endure with patience and the grace to give thanks with
joy. We offer gifts that may they bear fruit in God’s kingdom, strengthening the church,
uplifting the weary, and sharing the hope we have in Christ.

There are various ways that people give to this congregation for our work as God’s
people, through signing up for a monthly donation, or sending an etransfer.

Check out the opportunities to support St. Andrew’s ministry at our website,
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay, ON — Part of the PCCWeb network of churches

Benediction

Children of God, remember: you are not alone!

This hope you have heard is the hope that draws us together
to co-create a world where hope becomes reality.

Go now in the blessing of the Triune God,

the Source and Sustainer of our hope,

to share the love of God wherever you go. Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, January 2025.
Discipleship Ministries | Fifth Sunday after Pentecost. Year C -...
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