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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay  
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski 

 

6th Sunday after Pentecost - July 20, 2025 
 

Call to Worship  
 

God has called us to this place. What do you see? 
We see people who model for us  
God's joyous embrace of all people. 
 

God has brought us to this place. What do you hear? 
We hear God's hope that we are able to see  
each person as our sibling in Christ.  
 

God has challenged us to open our lives and hearts to others. What will you do? 
We will do only one thing: welcome everyone in God's name! 

©2025 Thom M. Shuman. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com July 20. 
 

Prayers of Adoration and Confession 
 

God of majesty and mystery,  
your love and purpose embrace the whole world.  
You set us in a world of beauty and bounty  
and invite us to meet you in the midst of its wonders.  
You call us to love each other in the example of Jesus 
to make your world a place of justice and compassion.  
In this hour of worship, send us your Spirit of wisdom and grace  
so that we can live out the praise on our lips in our day-to-day living,  
which we offer to you, our one and only God.   
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you were born one of us to show us God’s love for us.  
You came to teach us God’s truth and touch us with God’s mercy.  
We confess we sometimes try to push you away.  
We cling to what we think  
and resist your challenge to open our lives to others.  
We limit our generosity, convinced we can’t give any more.  
Forgive us, Lord Jesus,  
when we turn away from the example you set for us. 
Help us to know the fullness of your grace. Amen.  

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. 6th Sunday after Pentecost. July 20, 2025. Year C. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ – 
And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  
Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free by God’s generous grace. 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. 6th Sunday after Pentecost. July 20, 2025. Year C. 
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Scripture Reading Colossians 1:15-28 
 

The Supremacy of Christ 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 
him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 

21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him, 23 provided that you continue securely 
established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the 
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, 
Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 
 

Paul’s Interest in the Colossians 
 

24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I 
became its minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to 
make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the 
ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose 
to make known how great among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ.  

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Message A Dance 
 

Dance has been one of my greatest joys. You know that line, “Dance like know one is 
watching”? Well, some days I am in my house with the tunes cranked up and I dance 
knowing that no one is watching. My love of dance started in grade school when we were 
first introduced to it in our phys. ed. class. That began my dream of being a ballroom 
dancer. Something that never did happen, but I did go on to enjoy many community 
dances, (now that is dating myself), as well as being part of a Ukrainian Dance troop. In 
my small community in Northern Alberta the only dance classes available at that time 
were Ukrainian, so this little Dutch girl headed off to that, as did our children, and myself 
again as an adult.  
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Dance taught me a lot about how to move in sync with multiple other people participating. 
How to move across a dance floor with a partner or create patterns within a group. It was 
wonderful to watch but even more meaningful to be a participant in the dances. Of 
course, dance is deeply intertwined with music, the flow, the rhythm, tempo, beat, and 
sound. It evokes emotions and movement.  

The scripture reading from Colossians opens with music…a hymn…but it is the dance 
of the relationship between God, the church, and individuals, alluded to in the scripture 
that brings about an even richer meaning.  

The hymn speaks about God and the dance that happens between God the Father and 
Jesus the Son, how all things were created in and through God as Creator. The “he” in 
this hymn is Jesus. Listen again to the words of how deeply embedded Jesus was in the 
work of creation.  

[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for 
in [Jesus] all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through [Jesus] and for [Jesus]. 17 [Jesus] himself is before all 
things, and in [Jesus] all things hold together. 18 [Jesus] is the head of the body, 
the church; [Jesus] is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that [Jesus] 
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in [Jesus] all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell” 1(Colossians 1: 15-29).  

When read this way, you see the depth of Jesus’ involvement in creation. When we only 
hear the pronouns, it takes away the power of the statement. Jesus was intimately and 
always involved in how God has been at work. And then to continue, one can see just 
how God and Jesus together worked to bring people and God together.  

“…and through [Jesus] God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of [Jesus’] 
cross. 
 

21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, 22 [Jesus] has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to 
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before [God]” 

From the start, the beginning of creation, Jesus was in on the work of God in the world 
and then in the work of reconciliating the world to God. This work was necessary 
because we got things messed up. The ancient story of Adam and Eve points to the fact 
that when the world was created there was no sin. This origin story does not necessarily 
exactly tell of how things went awry, but it was a story used by ancients to explain how 

 
1All scriptures taken from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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messed up things got and continue to be. We were not created to be at odds with one 
another but rather to live in harmony.  

Now, it is not hard to look around us and see just how far we are from what God had 
intended for us. Recently, I ended up down a rabbit hole in which I found news reports 
talking about white supremacy groups and how that is on the rise in Canada and around 
the world. We look at the hate, the desire for domination, and think, how can we ever 
come to the place that God intended? Those words from the Lord’s prayer so hard to 
imagine, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  

And the hope is that we can be part of how the kingdom of God comes, even in part, to 
the earth now so that a peaceable kingdom where people care for each other can 
become a reality. And this is where the next part of the scripture leads us… 

“22 [Jesus] has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present 
[us] holy and blameless and irreproachable before [God], 23 provided that [we] 
continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the 
hope promised by the gospel that [we] heard” 

Jesus’ death and resurrection gives us hope. You may recall that I gave a definition of 
hope last week, I present it again,  

Hope: The promise of a future worth the trouble it takes to get out of bed in the 
morning.  

Intimately related to Faith and Love, and quite unlike fear, dread, and sarcasm, 
hope is one of those things that we human beings cannot generate from within. 
Hope starts to grow inside of us when a promise is spoken to us from the outside. 
Theologically, this means hope is our response to the gospel, and it means hope 
has the same invigorating and optimism-producing properties as a great cup of 
coffee on a cold, dark morning. … the effects of gospel-induced hope are [long] 
lasting (we are promised eternal life), free (we don’t have to pay for hope), and of 
some benefit to our neighbor (because we have hope we also have love for the 
neighbor).2 

The apostle Paul is writing with hope for this community of faith that is facing struggle, 
particularly that of being inundated with people coming and teaching them things that 
Paul believes will ultimately take them away from being the followers of Christ as was 
intended. Paul has never met these people at Colossae but he has heard that they are 
being presented with rules and regulations, suggested or maybe even imposed, on the 
people in the congregation that go beyond what Jesus’ death and resurrection promise 
as all that is needed.  

 
2 Jacobson, Rolf A., Editor. Crazy Talk: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms. Augsburg Books. Minneapolis. 2008.P 88. 
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It is because Paul has never met them that he adds to the letter his own interest in the 
Colossians, his work for the gospel of Christ and finally what is the hope of glory. He 
ends with a tone that is both kind and encouraging… 

24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, 
the church. 25 I became [the church’s] minister according to God’s commission 
that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery 
that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been 
revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among 
the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  
 

The mystery is no longer a mystery. In Christ the fullness of God has been revealed and 
each of us has access to this.  
 
I do want to add one more thought to this. For a long time I did not know what to make 
of Paul’s statement that he (Paul) was completing what was lacking in Christ’s afflictions 
as I knew, as Paul also taught in Colossians and elsewhere in scripture, that Christ is 
sufficient and has done for all what was needed. So, what did Paul mean by this? Simply 
that we carry on the work of reconciling the world to God through Jesus and the church.  
 

Throughout this passage, what may not be clear, is that there is movement, like a dance, 
between God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and creation, of which we are joined. God uses 
people to continue the work of God in the world, where it is given to us, as individuals 
and as the church, to be a part of the reconciling work of God. That work is like a dance, 
there is choreography, music, rhythms, beats, emotions.  
 

Sometimes we trip up, but the hope is that we learn to move together in bringing healing 
and hope to a broken and disrupted world in ways that reconcile people…again as 
individuals and as community…reconcile people to God. God’s will being that all people 
should experience life and life that is abundant in goodness, kindness, justice, grace, 
forgiveness, and love.  
 

The church becomes like a space between creation and God, where we learn to dance 
together and with God. Where others feel invited to dance, to learn the steps that 
respond to the hurt in the world, restores people to God and to wholeness in God in 
community. And then we rejoice…celebrate…that we have learned how to dance 
together with God. We share the mystery of God’s love for everyone, as shown through 
the person of Jesus, who has always danced with God, right from the beginning and was 
in on creation.  
 

Because Jesus has been there from the start and has also lived among us, returning 
then to God and now reigns with God we can trust and deeply know that God 
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understands what we face each day, and in that, calls us to continue the work of 
reconciling the world to God and us with each other through Christ.  
 

It sounds theologically complex and all over the place, but it is so basic. We are called 
to love and be loved. To work in community, to continue to grow in understanding of 
God’s love and grace, and to rejoice together as we are day by day restored and 
renewed, while witnessing to others through our words and actions the God of love.  
 

Imagining our dance with God we move in sync with multiple other people participating. 
Learning to move across a dance floor of life with partners or creating patterns within a 
group, knowing it is deeply meaningful to be a participant in the dance. We remember 
that this is a dance with God, intertwined with the music, the flow, the rhythm, tempo, 
beat, and sound of the Spirit. Thanks be to God that we are invited to dance.  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Loving God,  
we come before you in prayer, trusting that your power works in the world  
in ways that we cannot even imagine,  
calling goodness forward, supporting love, and creating justice  
even in situations that seem hopeless to us.  
Draw on our prayers as signs of your Spirit at work in our lives 
 

God of the world and all its peoples:  
we pray today for those who lift up their voices in troubled nations, 
for those working to bring justice and negotiate peace, 
for those bringing aid to the vulnerable, 
and those offering shelter to anyone fleeing violence. 

 

Call the powerful to account, O God,  
and inspire them to hear the voices that cry out in pain and desperation. 
 

God of our everyday lives: 
we pray today for our community and our neighbours whose everyday lives have 
been disrupted by economic realities beyond their control. We remember neighbours 
whose livelihoods depend on undependable weather systems, and those fearing fire, 
flood or drought this summer. 
We pray for communities that lack safe drinking water or adequate medical care 
and places where there is high unemployment or a worker shortage. 

 

Inspire leaders to combine compassion with good planning,  
and consider the needs of all those who feel desperate  
 

God of the courageous and compassionate,  
we pray for those who live out their commitment to the well-being of others day by 
day, in public service, health care, education, social work, community organizations, 
and environmental concern.   

Thank you for their dedication. Support those who feel stress or exhaustion 
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and inspire those who can speak out when they see needs being neglected. 
 

God of neighbourhood and nation,  
we pray for friends and neighbours near and far,  
for all who travel this summer,  
and for those who find themselves strangers in new communities.  
We remember in silence those on our hearts facing some kind of challenge this day: 

 

Draw near to each one in deep need, O God.  
Equip us to support those lives that intertwine with ours,  
for we are your people, embraced by your love,  
which we claim in the words that Jesus taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen 

 

Invitation to the offering 
 

Because we trust in God’s never-ending love, we offer not only our thanks, but our 
gifts, knowing that what has been done in Christ Jesus will continue to be 
accomplished through our gifts as we participate in God’s dance in the world.   
 

There are various ways that people give to this congregation for our work as God’s 
people, through signing up for a monthly donation, or sending an etransfer. 
 

Check out the opportunities to support St. Andrew’s ministry at our website,  
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay, ON – Part of the PCCWeb network of churches 

 

Benediction 
 

Go now in the blessing of Christ, the image of the invisible,  
Love-made-flesh.  
May God’s loving presence surround you on every side,  
guiding you and empowering you to share  
God’s loving presence with everyone you meet. Amen. 

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, January 2025.  
Discipleship Ministries | Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C -… 

 


