St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski

20™ Sunday after Pentecost - October 26, 2025

Call to Worship
From the routines of work and school, home and play,
we have come to worship God.
With the weight of the world heavy on our hearts,
we have come to worship God.

In the midst of our fears and our hopes,
we offer our prayer and praise in Jesus’ nhame.

For we trust in God’s power and presence,
so let us worship God with heart, mind, soul and strength.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. 20" Sunday after Pentecost. October 26, 2025. Year C. Reformation Sunday.

*Hymn Lord, the light of your love is shining 376

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

Creating God, the mountains you raised reflect your strength and majesty.
Sunrise and sunset frame the day with your light and joy.
Fields bursting with grain and trees coloured with autumn glory
sing of your steadfast love.

Pictures from the depth of space give a glimpse of your infinity,
yet in Christ you have walked the humble earth.

You alone are worthy of our praise.

You alone give us hope.

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of Life, we praise you,

and join our voices to those of every precious thing

to wonder at your mystery and majesty.

Merciful God,

You created human beings with gifts of intelligence and imagination.
Yet we confess we often use these gifts to exploit your creation

and put others in their place.

So often we think that we are great when we are small.

Or we claim smallness when you set a challenge before us.

We convince ourselves that our sin is not nearly as great as others,
yet, every sin offends your purpose for us.

Forgive us, we pray, and grant us a truer picture of ourselves. Amen.
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Assurance of Forgiveness

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus,

we are assured that there is no sin so terrible that God cannot forgive,
no hurt so terrible that God cannot heal.

God accepts, God forgives, and God sets free.

Receive the forgiving love of God. Thanks be to God.

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, © 2004, CRC Publications.
Prayer for Understanding

God of all truth, when we think that we have life all figured out, hold up the mirror of
your Word so that we can see our own foolishness. If we think we are beyond
forgiveness, reflect to us your Word of mercy and love, offered to us through Christ,
your Living Word. Amen.
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Scripture Reading Luke 18:9-14 The Story of the Tax Man and the Pharisee

%12He told his next story to some who were complacently pleased with themselves
over their moral performance and looked down their noses at the common people:
“Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax man. The
Pharisee posed and prayed like this: ‘Oh, God, | thank you that | am not like other
people—robbers, crooks, adulterers, or, heaven forbid, like this tax man. | fast twice a
week and tithe on all my income.’

13 “Meanwhile the tax man, slumped in the shadows, his face in his hands, not daring
to look up, said, ‘God, give mercy. Forgive me, a sinner.”

14 Jesus commented, “This tax man, not the other, went home made right with God. If
you walk around with your nose in the air, you’re going to end up flat on your face, but
if you’re content to be simply yourself, you will become more than yourself.”

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.

Message The Posture of Prayer

Two people are headed into the line up at the Timmy’s drive through and, as usual, there
is that person sitting outside on the sidewalk waiting for someone to be generous. The
first driver thinks to himself, “Why doesn’t that bum pick himself up, clean up, and get a
job? What a waste of skin. Here | am getting up to get to work everyday and take care
of my family and my taxes go to helping this scum continue using the system and
everyone else.” A few cars later another driver sees the same person and thinks to

himself, “Wow, that is really tough. | wonder what this person has suffered that they have
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ended up in this situation. | can relate. It could have been so easy for that to be me. A
few tough breaks and who knows where | might be right now.”

Or two women are out for dinner with their partners. One has on the latest fashion, things
are good. Life is good. At another table she sees a woman who she can tell is out with
this gentleman as an escort. She thinks what a whore. So glad | have got it good. | am
a good person and the fact that | have a husband that loves me and treats me like royalty
is because | have done it all right. | got an education, working to pay my way through. |
deserve this, | have earned, it. But that woman over there obviously made all the wrong
decisions.” At the same time the woman who find herself an escort on this evening,
knowing where and how the evening will end, just thinks to herself. “God be with me. |
know that this is wrong. | know this is not the way to honour my body, my life, or you
Lord. Forgive me.”

It is so easy to judge. To look at another and say, “Wow, they have really messed up.”
We like to compare...to separate people based on how we think they should behave or
be in the world. Who here has not at some time thought that they were better than
another person because of their own achievements, listing off all the ways they have got
it right and another got it wrong.

This is in some way what is going on in this parable about the Pharisee and the tax
collector. It would be so easy to look at this story that Jesus told and, as with most of the
parables, just look at it on the surface and think one of two things. You might think that
the Pharisee was justified in believing he had done it all right and so was just letting God
know that he was deserving of all that had been achieved, after all he was a respected
member of the ruling class with privilege in the temple. His very standing in the
community, reflected in the place he is standing in the temple to pray, must mean that
he had been a faithful and devout man. In fact, in his prayer he lists all the things he had
done correctly, “I fast twice a week and tithe on all my income.”" He compares himself
to the worst of those in society, saying as part of his prayer, “I thank you that | am not
like other people—robbers, crooks, adulterers, or, heaven forbid, like this tax man.”

There are people who would agree that this man had it all right. He had done all the right
things and so the result was that he had power, prestige, and respect within the
community. Others might look at the Pharisee as one who is more than a little full of
himself and could benefit from being brought down a notch or two.

1 Unless otherwise noted the references to scripture are taken from The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H.
Peterson
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Then there is the tax collector. Tax collectors were despised and, if you think about it,
really not much has changed. None of us is crazy about paying taxes even though we
understand the benefits for our society in doing so. Thing is that there were few benefits
to paying taxes in ancient times and often tax collectors gouged those who owed. They
were often underhanded and greedy. What ever they could collect over and above what
was required of them by their overlords was wealth they could pocket, and pretty much
all of them did so. They were cheats, swindlers, and despised.

In this story, the tax collector got that about himself. He knew that he was not worthy. He
stood off to the side where he did not draw attention and in his prayers, with head bowed
in a posture of humility simply says, “God, give mercy. Forgive me, a sinner.” Nothing
big. He never says he will change his ways; we have no idea what impact this will have
on his life. All we know for sure is that he realizes just how much his life can use the
mercy and grace of God. Again, one might think, it is wonderful that he recognizes his
sin, while another determines that he deserves to be treated with contempt and he is not
deserving of God’s grace.

You might imagine along with all those gathered, listening to Jesus teach, the things
going through people’s minds. All these people bringing their own experiences of these
kinds of people to bear upon how they heard the story. Regardless of where one might
land on the side of judgement, Jesus ends with, “This tax man, not the other, went home
made right with God.”

We are all aware that life is not straight forward. Never is anything black and white, fully
good or fully evil. There is always shading. There is always a story. When encountering
another person it is always wise to approach with a posture of curiosity and grace. We
don’t know each other’s story. We don’t know what harm one has had to deal with or
what benefits people have had bestowed upon them. It is not that any of us comes into
this world fully able to make our own way. There are always experiences and people that
lift us up or bring us down, physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually. So to judge
is to not give consideration to the whole person.

Another piece around this parable that one would be wise to consider is that prayer is
complex and multilayered. Prayer is about giving thanks, about asking for help, about
persistence as we learned in the parable last week of the judge and the persistent
woman. Prayer is about relationship and about trust. It is about learning and growing,
experiencing and releasing.

It is good to give thanks for the things in our life that feel like blessing...things that have
made our lives rich with relationship and opportunity. But there are also those who have

Page 4 of 7



learned to give thanks to God for the challenges, as those challenges have shaped them,
molded their lives into something they would not have been without the struggle. And
let’s be clear. God is not out to make our lives challenging, but when challenge comes,
and when we are open to learning and curiosity, growing or becoming more whole as a
human being through the struggle, God works in that as well.

There is also the posture of our prayer. What is our intention in our prayers. It is to draw
God’s attention to all the ways we do life right? Is it about bearing ourselves to God and
in so doing being real about who we are? There really is no right way to pray, the content
of the prayer is not as weighty as the intent of our prayer. Prayer at its core is about
relationship with God. Through pray we learn more and more to trust God with our lives.
Trust is at the core of any relationship, divine or human. Without trust there is no strong
bond of care, compassion, and grace.

As one writer put it, “If prayer is, at its simplest, a conversation with God, then the desired
effect is a relationship - a life-giving, soul-sustaining, direction-giving, comfort-sharing,
challenge-offering relationship. If that is the case, then coming to God already filled up,
already righteous in our own minds, already trusting in self, provides no room for this
relationship to take root and grow. But coming to God empty and needy allows room for
the relationship to grow and for transformation to take place.”

In this story of the Pharisee and the tax collector Jesus is trying to tell us that how we
come before God...our intention in our prayers...that all makes a difference. It is not
about praying in a right manner or about getting it wrong, it is about taking the time for
prayer, infusing our lives with prayer and being open to the answers to prayer that God
has for us, recognizing it might not be the answer we had desired, yet trusting that God
is with us.

As shared by another writer, “We’ve got to make room for answers to prayer. We've got
to begin the act of prayer with humility. That then reveals to us that we walk the journey
of faith with humility. It becomes a mark of all of our relationships. It is a mark of our
discipleship. We come to be filled up. We come open and empty. We come to listen and
learn and grow, even as we help others grow. Together, we invite the one who can bring
transformation work in us, through us, and between us.™

We would do well to approach God with the same words as the tax collector, “God, give
mercy. Forgive me, a sinner.” It is not to make us feel badly about ourselves but rather

2 Discipleship Ministries | Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C -... Accessed October 24, 2025.
3 |bid.
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to see ourselves in a way that makes us no better or worse than another, without division,
for we all sin and fall short of being the image bearers of God that we are called to be.

As is written in Ephesians chapter 2 verse 8, “For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.™ For this we
give thanks for the God of compassion and grace. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Just and merciful God,

we lift our eyes to you in hope and gratitude.

When the world around us seems troubling,

we are grateful for your steadfast love.

Thank you for your Spirit at work in all times and places,

calling out the best in your people, showing us when we must repent,
opening paths to reconciliation where we have offended.

With the humility of the tax collector in Jesus’ story,

may we seek your justice and know your mercy.

We pray for justice for the earth:

Protect those creatures and habitats that our way of life is threatening.

Protect those communities and island nations most at risk from climate change.
Open our eyes to see how we can live more responsibly

and change our hearts to know we must.

We pray for justice among the nations:

Create more generous sharing of resources

between countries with good harvests and those depleted by famine.
Where resources are extracted for export,

protect brave advocates for fair wages and environmental protection.
And where there is aggression and intimidation between nations,
raise up the willingness to make peace and settle differences fairly.

We pray for justice in our court systems:

Guide those who judge and defend to serve with integrity,

that those who are accused may receive fair trials,

and that those who have been wronged or harmed are restored to fullness of life.
Grant those who are convicted humane treatment

4 Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide.
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so that your Spirit may lead them to rehabilitated potential.

We pray for justice in the work place:

May those who work for others be treated with dignity and earn a fair wage.
May all who create that work earn a fair return.

Create equity and respect between those of different backgrounds and identities
and guide young people to opportunities to develop their gifts.

God, we all need some kinds of healing in our lives:

We remember before you those struggling with iliness of body, mind or spirit,
those waiting for diagnosis or treatment,

and all whose health challenges are invisible to others.

Your Spirit prays within us, O God, even when we cannot find the right words,
so hear us this day, and answer us in ways that encourage our faith and change the
world for the good, for the sake of Jesus Christ who taught us this prayer ...
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen

Invitation to the offering

Sometimes we think what we have to offer doesn’t matter. Somebody else has more
to share. But God knows the value of a few loaves and fishes shared, a lost coin
claimed, one tiny seed planted from which a tree grows. Trust God with what you have
to offer and see what God can do.
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There are various ways that people give to this congregation for our work as God’s
people, through signing up for a monthly donation, or sending an etransfer.

Check out the opportunities to support St. Andrew’s ministry at our website,
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay, ON — Part of the PCCWeb network of churches

*Hymn Just as | am, without on plea 682

Benediction

Go in humble confidence, trusting in God’s love for you,

yet sure you have still more to learn and to give.

And may grace, mercy and peace from God who creates,
redeems and saves us be with you all, now and always. Amen.
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