St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay
http://standrewspres-tbay.ca - Minister: Rev. Joyce Yanishewski

Third Sunday after the Epiphany — January 25, 2026

Call to Worship

The invitation is given to every person by Jesus Christ:
"Come to me! Follow me! Be my disciples!"

We come to this place, to this time,

at the invitation of Jesus Christ.

In the name of Christ,
we accept the invitation to discipleship.

In the name of Christ,
as his disciples, we worship and praise God.

In the midst of a world where cruelty abounds,
we proclaim the God of Compassion.

In the midst of despair that threatens to swallow up
whole lives, whole peoples,
we proclaim the God of Hope.

In the midst of indifference and apathy,
we proclaim the God of Love.

Come, let us worship together
and share our witness of God's living presence in the world.

~ from the On Earth Peace website. http://www.onearthpeace.org/

*Hymn When long before time 295

1. When long before time and the worlds were begun,
when there was no earth and no sky and no sun,
and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme,
and even our Maker had only a dream...

2. ...the silence was broken when God sang the Song,
and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began,
and with its first birth-cries creation was born,
and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn.

3. The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lord’s,
their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word;
the Singer was pleased as the earth sang the song;
the choir of the creatures re-echoed it long.
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4. Though, down through the ages, the Song disappeared,
its harmonies broken and almost unheard,
the Singer comes to us to sing it again:
our God-is-with-us in the world now as then.

5. The Light has returned as it came once before;
the Song of the Lord is our own song once more;
so let us all sing with one heart and one voice
the song of the Singer in whom we rejoice.

6. To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise;
to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise;
to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath,
be glory forever, through life and through death.

“When long before time.” Words by Peter W. S. Davison © 1995, Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723877

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

Gracious God,

you are our light and our salvation,

you are peace and you are grace,

you are healing and you are love.

You send comfort and courage to relieve our tears and fears

in the shadows of fear and doubt.

And you call us to lives of meaning and to follow you

in your ways of justice, truth and goodness.

We offer our praise in love and loyalty for you are always with us.

Merciful God,

you call us to follow your way of compassion

but too often we criticize each other.

You call us to follow your way of peace

but too often we remain divided.

You call us to trust you

but too often our fears and doubts overwhelm us.
Forgive us, O God,

and strengthen our commitment to follow your ways. Amen.
The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. January 25, 2026. Year A.

Assurance of Forgiveness

God calls to us in love and forgiveness,

and welcomes us in with a warm embrace.

Hear the good news of the Gospel.

Rejoice that in Christ we are forgiven,

and be at peace with God, yourself and with each other.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. January 25, 2026. Year A.
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Prayer for Understanding

O God, we seek your wisdom and truth in the Scriptures. Send your Holy Spirit upon
us to open our minds and hearts to receive the gift of your Word. Open our ears to
hear the call of Jesus. Challenge and comfort us in what we hear, and strengthen us
to follow Jesus, your Living Word.

Adapted from The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Worship Planner. 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. January 25, 2026. Year A.

Scripture Reading Matthew 4:12-25

Jesus Begins His Ministry in Galilee

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. *He
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, ' so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:

15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
7From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. ® And he
said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.” 2° Immediately they
left their nets and followed him. 2! As he went from there, he saw two other brothers,
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their
father and followed him.

Jesus Ministers to Crowds of People

2 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick,
those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, people possessed by
demons or having epilepsy or afflicted with paralysis, and he cured them. 2° And great
crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond

th e J (0] I’da n. New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.
Message Setting it up
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About five hundred and fifty kilometers. That is the distance between St. Andrew’s church
in Thunder Bay and Minneapolis. Between five and six hours depending on how heavy
your foot is. (Around 830 kilometers is you are in Geraldton) Things that we are hearing
about happening to ordinary people in that city are alarming and it is not happening
somewhere in some place that is unknown to us. It is just over the border, an imaginary
line that, for the moment, is protecting us from the unimaginable...a federal government
turning against its own people.

| will state here that some of you may disagree with me, but while | still hold a pulpit,
today | will speak about the fear, the burdens, the hopelessness, the anger, and the lies.
| have clergy colleagues who lined up at the airport in Minneapolis in resistance to what
is happening in their beloved country and state. They are being arrested and it is making
me consider what the cost is of being a follower of Jesus. Heck after the shooting of
another innocent person in that city, | am wondering what the cost is for anyone that non-
violently chooses to even document the actions of armed men given authority to act
callously and cruelly, and as we have seen, at times ending in deadly force.

My heart is breaking.
These scenes are taking place not even a thousand miles from us.

On top of that each day we wake up not knowing what is going to happen this day. What
world leader is going to say what or which country is safe or being targeted. Canada is
one of those being targeted. And | will say what | have noted before, God did not create
boundaries between people. People created and continue create boundaries to
differentiate between culture and colour, wealthy and poor, straight and gay, worthy and
unworthy. In God’s eyes, each one of us is worth saving, each one of us is loved. And
even as | write this, | think of those who cause harm and wonder, “God...how?”

But this is not for me to determine. That is God’s work. Our work is to follow Jesus’ call.
For starters, we need to listen for the call and this scripture reading today is a starting
place. In the Gospel of Matthew this scripture reading from chapter 4 was Jesus’ starting
place. Even the headings of the readings are about firsts...Jesus Begins His Ministry in
Gailee...Jesus Calls the First Disciples...Jesus Ministers to Crowds of People.

The first words we hear from Jesus to people in this Gospel are “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” (Matt 4:17) They were the words of John the Baptizer as well.
But as Jesus comes into his own, John’s ministry fades to the background. However, do
not miss the fact that John had been arrested. His voice was being silenced. The Empire
could not tolerate John and in time the Empire will take Jesus as well. Empire always
wants to control the narrative and it will do what it takes to control the narrative even if
that means brutality, force, and coercion. And know that it is my intention that you make
some connections between Empire in Jesus’ time and Empire in our own time.

And though the scripture may appear to make it seem that Jesus left Nazareth because
of the situation, the scripture makes it clear that this move is in accordance with words
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the prophet Isaiah had spoken long before. This was land once called Zebulun and
Naphtali, but it is now the area called Galilee. And here the prophet says, “the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light and for those who sat in the region and
shadow of death light has dawned.” (Matt. 4:16) Matthew is saying that Jesus is that
light, the great light, the light of dawn.

Jesus has gone to a region that is rich in diversity of people. It is a place of roads and
connections. In time, word of him will spread from this place to the seat of power in Rome
and he will be killed. It is this Jesus who says to us, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.”

Now that word repent has taken on all kinds of connotations, and none of them are
attractive to us. We are told that it means we should be sorry, that is how most of us hear
that word now. We are told that it means to do a 180 and turn away from sin and there
is some value in that thinking.

Yet, if one were to take a look at the Greek word and its meaning in the time in which
this gospel was written one finds that the word actually means to not just change one’s
mind, but to take on a whole new perspective. And the word is not just found in the
gospel but also in other writing of the time and each time it means more and different
from what we have learned...we are to take on a whole new perspective.

If we were to use common phrases today to describe what “repent” means we would use
phrases like, “prepare to have your mind blown” or “wrap you mind around this.”

In light of the context, this word repent means to take on a whole new perspective based
in the work and person of Jesus as the Son of God. Get your mind wrapped around this
way of seeing and understanding the world based on God’s rules for kingdom. And if
you are wondering what that looks like you just need to keep reading the scripture. It
looks like people hearing Jesus call their name and say follow me and though it will cost
them their lives as they know it, walking away from income and family, they do it. It is
radical. We may not have the whole back story, but what we are given is a radical new
way of seeing life and of doing life. And these verses are the set up for the whole Gospel
of Matthew.

From there people and the disciples will withess as Jesus teaches in their synagogues
and proclaims the good news of the kingdom, news that means freedom from
oppression...a kingdom based in the value of people and creation, a kingdom based in
love, forgiveness, grace, hope, and peace. This is the kingdom we are asked to share
with others. This is not about coercion or force, power and might. This kingdom is about
people loving people and loving because each person has value and is created by God
whose love is deeper, wider, and higher than we could ever imagine.

Jesus showed what this loved looked like as he went about curing every disease and
every sickness among the people and he did this for all who were brought to him, it did
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not matter from where they came. It did not matter if they were from the region of Galilee,
or from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, or from beyond the Jordan.

| don’t often use these words, but | beg of you to see and hear these words and stories
of Jesus from a new perspective. The world has always had chaos. However, we,
especially here in Canada and the US, have been so privileged in the aftermath of WWII
to live in countries that have been relatively immune from the world’s harms. Though,
that could not be said of the indigenous people of this land and many an immigrant of
colour would tell you of a different experience. Still, in our own time, the power of empire,
the power of wealth, both and more are threatening to change the dynamics. And it is a
wake up call for us. We have been able to let the Ukraine be the Ukraine, and Gaza be
Gaza, but now we are feeling the pressures.

As Christians, as people who have answered Christ’s call to follow, what does that look
like in our own time, in our own land, in our own community. As temperatures plumet
and people are freezing, as we fight over in whose back yard a temporary tiny home
village can be built, as we fight over funding for supports, education, and health care,
where do we stand?

We are called just as Simon, Andrew, James and John were. We are called from our
knowns to unknowns, we are called to follow into some challenging, and in this day and
age, possibly even deadly situations. Renee Good and Alex Pretti were people showing
up in non violent ways to be present for others. They were gunned down for it. And if you
are in disagreement with me, | am okay with that. | will speak truth into the world.

We are living at a time when we can no longer just sit back and say, ‘that is not my
problem”. We never should have felt that way. We are part of a common humanity; each
person created in the image of God. The difficulty starts for us when we see someone
as less than. Even those who are answering the call to take up arms against their fellow
citizens are each a child of God. It does not mean that there are not consequences to
our actions and choices. We all have to answer for our choices. It does mean that some
people are able to make choices from a place of authority and power, privilege and
comfort, while others are given fewer choices, and less power to change their situation.
Do not for a moment think that we have equal opportunity to change our situations.

However, that does not mean that we are freed from our obligation, our call from God to
work toward a world where the kingdom of heaven will come to earth. We pray that each
time we say the Lord’'s prayer, “Thy kingdom come...thy kingdom come...thy will be
done...on earth...as it is in heaven.”

We bring the kingdom each time we speak for the least of these, when we teach about
love, value, hope, peace, and yes, even joy. We bring the kingdom each time we speak
healing words, or bring food to the needy, warm a body, or even protect someone who
has fallen. We bring the kingdom whenever we bring protection to the vulnerable. We
bring the kingdom each time we love fully.
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The call is to the kingdom of God and to bring that about on earth. This is dangerous
work. This work led both John the Baptist and Jesus to their deaths. It has led many
others to death around the world. The work of love is dangerous work. It is not the work
of Empire; it is the work of ordinary people. As ordinary as the fishermen who dropped
their nets and followed Jesus.

| don’t know how God is going to call you into the work of the kingdom of love and light,
but know that each of us is called to it. If you are listening to this today, you are called.
We are not only called as individuals, but we are called as community, as people working
together. As one, we are easily overwhelmed, together were more. Your act of kindness
and love, together with another act of kindness and love, with my act of kindness and
love, all of us working toward justice for the most vulnerable, that will make a difference.
It is dangerous work we are called to; it may even take your life. | ask you to consider,
how is God asking you to show up, how is God asking our congregation, this faith
community to show up and be the kingdom of love and light here on earth.

| don’t have specific answers, but | pray that God would pour out blessings of wisdom
upon us in our own time, that we can have courage, faith, and the willingness to be who
we are called to be in community and with community as we figure it out, and to not let
darkness overcome. We shall overcome. Do not let go of hope. Do not let go of the light
and bring the love of God into the world.

| speak to you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen and
Amen.

Prayers of the People

God in whom we live and move and have our being,

we pray for peace and unity, and for justice and mercy in your fragile creation.
We remember before you today people living face to face with war and violence,
especially those places where ancient hatreds burn.

God, speak to us a word of peace
Embrace us with your love.

We remember before you today people living face to face with economic uncertainty,
those struggling with rising costs of daily necessities,

and those who have lost their jobs, their savings, their homes or businesses.

We remember before you today people living face to face with discrimination and
social prejudice, those who are bullied at school, at work or at home,

and all those who have been made ashamed of who they are...

God, speak to us a word of dignity.
Embrace us with your love.

We remember before you today people living face to face with illness and suffering,
those waiting for a diagnosis or treatment,
those struggling with disability or delay in medical attention,
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and those who know grief or fear...

God, speak to us a word of healing.
Embrace us with your love.

We remember before you today people of different creeds and faiths,
those who seek understanding and co-operation among different religious traditions,
and those who show love to their neighbours, whatever their creed or conviction...

God, speak to us a word of reconciliation.
Embrace us with your love.

We remember before you today your whole creation and its many vulnerable facets
and faces.

Teach us how to care for the rips and tears in the fabric of the world you love

so we may live together wisely and protect the future in our attitudes and actions ...

God, speak to us a word of wisdom.
Embrace us with your love.

And so, in unity with your Church around the world you love,
we pray together the words Jesus taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen

Invitation to the Offering

God, the source of all good things, has given us what we need. in joyful response,
let us offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors, and the dedication of our hearts for loving
service in the name of Christ

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. Page 55.
Check out the opportunities to financially support St. Andrew’s ministry at our website,
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Thunder Bay, ON — Part of the PCCWeb network
of churches

Prayer of Dedication

God of light and love, we have in recent weeks sung our songs announcing the
birth of our Savior. We have remembered Christ’s baptism and our own. We
have acknowledged the light that came into the world though Christ, and now it
is time to hear Jesus’ call to follow. He calls us to follow not just when it fits our
schedule, not just when it doesn’t mean giving up something else, and not just
when it is safe. We offer these gifts to you as a token, knowing that to truly
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follow we need to let go of all that calls us in a different direction. Help us to be
faithful in following. In Jesus’ hame, we pray. Amen.

Discipleship Ministries | Third Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A -...

*Hymn Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult 672
1. Jesus calls us o'er the tumult 2. As of old Saint Andrew heard it
of our life's wild restless sea; by the Galilean lake,
day by day his voice still calls us turned from home and work and kindred,
saying, 'Christian, follow me.' leaving all for Jesus' sake.
3. Jesus calls us from the worship 4. In our joys and in our sorrows,
of the vain world's golden store, days of toil and hours of ease,
from each idol that would keep us, Jesus calls, in cares and pleasures,
saying, 'Christian, love me more.' 'Christian, love me more than these.'

5. Jesus calls us: by your mercies,
Saviour, may we hear your call,
give our hearts in glad obedience,
serve and love you best of all.

Words: public domain

Benediction

Go forth bathed in the light and love of God.

Go forth to join with Jesus

to proclaim the good news of this love and light.
Go forth empowered by the Spirit

to live the Way with courage, conviction, and joy.

Worship Elements: January 22, 2023 (Option 1)
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